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Hiftory of a Cafe of Mania, fuccefsfully treated, in a feries of Let- 
ters between DR. JOHN SPENCE, and Dr. BENJAMIN Rusu. 
Communicated to the Editor by DR. SPENCE. 


No. I. 


Dumfries, Fuly 16th, 1806. 
Dear Sir, 


HE inclofed cafe, which is copied from my notes by 
one of my pupils, is tranfmitted for your confideration 
and advice. 


Although I have frequently met with flight aljenations of 
mind in puerperal women, this is the firft cafe of Mania Puer- 
perarum or Mania Laétea that ever came under my notice. 
I have therefore confulted fuch medical authors on the fubjec& 
asare:in my poffeflion; but their hiftories of the difeafe and 
their medes of treatment are far from being fatisfactory. Nay, 
they often contradict each other,—one fays “rarus eft morbus 
et utplurimum infanabilis ;”—another fays, ‘* that the inftan- 
ces of its continuing fix months are very rare, and there is 
{carcely a patient to-be found that did not ultimately recover.” 
In this number is the celebrated Dr. Denman. 

Vou. IV. * | S 
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You will obferve that the prefent cafe adds one to the many 
now on record, of the fingular advantages of copious blood- 
letting in certain cafes of difficult parturition ;—a practice firft 
recommended by you and afterwards ably enforced by Dr. 
Dewees. 














Accept my thanks for your very ingenious inquiry into the 
Functions of the Spleen, Liver, Pancreas, and Thyroid gland, 
and believe me to be with great truth, 








Dear Sir, your obliged 
And moft obedient fervant, 


JOHN SPENCE. 







Dr. Rus. 






a Gf Giiae———— 






CaAsE. 






MRS. J B about 34 years of age, of a delicate ha- 
bit , very irritable nerves, and fubject occafionally to attacks 
of hyfteria, was taken in Jabour with her firft child on Thurf- 
day 5th June, 1806. On Saturday evening the 7th, I was 
defired to vifit her. I found her very reftlefs; her pulfe full 
and flow; tongue white; fkin hot; very thirfty; but her bowels 
fufficiently open. The Midwife informed me, that her pains 
had been pretty conftant, but weak; that the waters had been 
difcharged about twelve hours; that the head prefented, but 
made no progrefs on account of the figidity of the parts. 





















After having inquired fully into the circumftances of the 
cafe, I drew 24 ounces of blood from her arm by a large orifice, 
and although formerly difpofed to faint when bled, there was 
not the fmalleft tendency to it on the prefent occafion, and I 
could not perfuade her to fit or ftand up. After this bleeding 
however, fhe fell afleep and on waking felt refrefhed and 
lefs thirfty and feverifh, but the labour pains were ftill inconfi- 
derable. 
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About 20 hours after bleeding her, having examined per wa- 
ginam, | found the head prefenting clofely furrounded by the 
os uteri, and neither of the ears could be felt. The external 
parts were much {woln and fore to the touch. 


As fhe had now been in labour four days, had become ex- 
tremely impatient and apprehenfiye, and her relations much 
alarmed, I again refolved to have recourfe to copious blood- 
letting to induce fyncope, and thereby relax the parts and faci- 
litate delivery, I ftated to her hufband the objeé I had in view, 
and accordingly at 10 o’clock, p.m. I had her placed on the 
knee of an attendant, and again opened a vein in the arm. 
Whilft the blood was flowing freely, fhe was raifed on her feet 
and fupported by two women, and when thirty ounces were 
drawn, fhe began to complain of being faint; faid fhe was 
ready to fink; looked very pale, and large drops of {weat 
covered her face ;—her arm was now tied up, and fhe was 
laid upon the bed. A few minutes thereafter the labour pains 


came on with great force, and fhe was fafely delivered, an hour 
after the bleeding. ) 


The child was born dead ; its head was unufually large; its 
limbs fmall and fhrivelled : fhe thought it was alive at the com- 
mencement of labour, but if fo it muft from appearances haye 
been in a languifhing ftate. About five weeks before lying in, 
her little nephew when at play in her room, threw himfelf 
fuddenly and unexpectedly into her lap, and ftruck his head 


_ with fuch violence againft the region of the uterus, that fhe 


fainted away, and was attacked almoft immediately with an 
alarming flooding, after which her breafts from being remarka- 
bly turgid and full of milk, became fmall and flaccid. It iis 
probable, therefore, that the difcharge of blood at that time, 
if it did not deftroy the foetus, had materially affe€ted its health; 
for there are perhaps no fymptoms fo ftrongly indicative o! 
a child dying in ufere, as the receflion of the milk and flac- 
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cidity of the mammez. It is alfo probable, that the flooding 
proceeded either from a partial feparation ef the placenta, or 


from a rupture of fome of the large veflels which run on its 
furface. 


Wednefday, 11th June. For two days after delivery the 
continued eafy and clear of fever, complaining only of great 
-weaknefs and forenefs when turned in bed: her weaknefs in- 
deed was fo great that fhe could not turn herfelf.. The lochial 
difcharge continues in moderate quantity. This morning 
(third day after delivery,) her breafts began to fwell with milk ; 
fhe became reftlefs ; talked at times incoherently ; and when 
compofed faid fhe was about to lofe her fenfes and would cer- 
tainly run mad. 


Direéted an infufion of crem. tart. and fenna, and her 
breafts to be frequently rubbed with olive oil. 


Thurfday, 12th. Medicine operated feveral times; at ten 
o'clock laft night fhe took 50 drops of laudanum, having flept 
none fince Monday night. Soon after taking the opiate, fhe 
became very delirious, talked or fung inceffantly, and when 
not watched would jump out of bed with great activity; fuf- 
fered her breafts to be drawn by a fervant girl, and rubbed 
with oil, but during the uperation was very much agitated ; 
called for fome punch this morning, (by which fhe meant the 
fenna infufion,) two wine glafs-fuls of which have opened her 
bowels. 


Twelve o’clock at night. Has continued to rave conftantly 
fince fun-fet, but does not refufe drink or food when offered 
her ; has drank only water, water gruel and a few glafles of 
beer; has alfo ate fome rice. 
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Friday, 13th, 2 o’clock in the morning. A little after midnight 
her feet and legs became quite cold, and her body, arms, and 
hands were covered with a clammy fweat. Pulfe 100, and 
weak 5 no appearance of lochia; and the attendants think fhe 
has made no water for fome time. Directed warm fomenta- 
tions to the pubes and lower extremities, and after the fomen- 
tations, finapifms to the feet. 


Ninle, a. mM. Lower extremities became warm foon after 
they were fomented, and fhe complained much of the fina- 
pifms. Apply a blifter to the head and repeat the fomenta- 
tions, fhould any coldnefs be perceptible in her feet. Directed 
30 drops of the faturated tin¢ture of digitalis in a faline draught, 
every three hours. 


Saturday, 14th. Continued raving the whole of yefterday, 
without a moments intermiflion ; took fix dofes of the drops, 
the laft dofe at twelve o’clock at night. Pulfe fell to 74. She 


became more compofed and flept about two hours; the firft | 


fleep fhe has had fince Monday night ; has had a {tool and paffed 
a great deal of water, both infenfibly ; on account of her reft- 
leffnefs, the blifter on her head did not rife well. 


At five o’clock this morning, the maniacal fymptoms return- 
ed with greater violence than ever; four women with great 
difficulty held her in bed. Pulfe 100; but its frequency is 
greatly affected by her exertions. 


Without purfuing the daily reports farther, fuffice it to fay 
that about this time fhe began to take camphor. The dofes 
were gradually enlarged till fhe took 120 grains in the courfe 
of fix hours. Though this medicine was exhibited at two 
different periods, at each period it feemed to induce a feverifh 
itate, and aggravate the confufion and tumult of the mind. 
She would ftruggle with her attendants; cry out her ftomach 
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was on fire, and call for water todrink. After laying the cam- 
phor afide, I again had recourfe to the tinct. digital. in large 
dofes ; it reduced the pulfe to 54, but had no effect whatever on 
her mental derangement. Aflafcetida and other antifpafmo- 
dics were alfo tried and given to great extent, but with no 
better effects. Laudanum in dofes of 50 drops increafed the 
violence of all the fymptoms, but. from two to three hundred 
drops always compofed her, and induced fleep for feveral hours; 
but on waking from this fleep, her ftrength appeared to be re- 
novated, and fhe would fing and talk louder than ever. Bhifters 
to her head and ankles, cold applications to the head, and the 
fhower bath, have alfo been fucceflively had recourfe to, but fhe 
was generally fo ungovernable that thefe applications could 
not be faid to have had a fair trial. Whilft thefe various 
remedies were employed, her bowels were kept open by faline 


_ cathartics. 


On the 7th July, the menftrual difcharge came on, and was 
confiderable nearly three days; from this evacuation great re- 
lef was expected, but unfortunately no change whatever en- 
fued. From the 20th June to the prefent,time, (15th July,) 
fhe has been pretty clear of fever, has had a good appetite, and 
when relieved from confinement would dance and jump about 
the room, laughing and finging all the while, as if greatly 
delighted. 


A few days ago when fhe was feized with a violent fit of 
raving, I bled her until fhe had nearly fainted. Soon after the 
operation, however, fhe began to fing and talk, but her rela- 
tions thought fhe was upon the whole much calmer after the 
bleeding. She has ufed only.a vegetable diet; her drinks 
have been fimple water, water gruel, or weak tea. . Her cham- 
ber has been kept as dark, :quiet, and as cool as the feafon 
would permit ; no medicines except) laxatives have been ad- 


—) “¢ « 
&. , bw 


€. 


hee 2A ae 


RAE oe 








$3 
em, 
' 
oe 
. 
bra 


uaa 


ore glint 
Se 
ah 


at wee 
~ 






ees 





~. * ae - £ Py ns » 
A ee Ee ees 


nor eel aig itt ae 
a a pr ann ers 


eas 


Spence’s Cafe of Puerperal Mania. 135 


miniftered for the laft fortnight, and during that period fhe 
has flept a few hours almoft every night. 


Since fhe became deranged fhe has not had a fingle lucid in- 
terval; for although fhe knew and could name all her ac- 
quaintance who entered her room, yet to none of them could 
fhe give a diftinét anfwer when a queftion was afked. It is 
true indeed that during the early ftages of the mania, and dur- 
ing the fecretion of the milk which continued but a few days, 
fhe talked without ceafing about the child—would feize the 
pillow, prefs it to her bofom, and fing lullabies. ‘There feems 
little doubt that the lofs of her child contributed to bring on 
her prefent unfortunate fituation. She has been married eight 
years, but was never pregnant before; and both fhe and her 
hufband looked forward with delight to an increafe of their 
family. 

JOHN SPENCE. 

Dumfries, 15th Fuly, 1806. 


—— CD Gierme————- - 


No. II. 


Philadelphia, Fuly 19th, 1806. 
Dear Sir, 


ID allour young phyficians record the hiftory of the dif- 

eafes they meet with, with the effects of remedies upon 

them, after the manner you have done in your account of 

Mrs. B’s cafe, they would find their journals and common- 

place books more ufeful to them in the evening of life, than 
any of the books that belong to their libraries. 


Parturition is frequently followed by madnefs. I have feen 
many inftances of it. At prefent I am attending a lady from 


: ~——- . — “+ 
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Carolina in whom that difeafe was induced by feveral difficui: 
labours followed by the birth of dead children. 


My remedies for madnefs in its firft ftage, or rather in ai! 
its {tates of high excitement, are bleeding, purging, and ex. 
tremely low diet. In the ufe of the lancet, Iam more influ. 
enced by the high temper, and extravagant condu¢t of the pa- 
tient—by the fiercenefs of the eyes—by the abfence of fleep, 
and by cold feet with the above fymptoms, than by the ftate of 
the pulfe. In all difeafes of the brain Mr. Hunter has well 
obferved the pulfe now and then refufes to impart any know- 
ledge of their force, feat, or danger. Where the ftrength of 
the difeafe is concentrated in the brain, and other parts of the 
fyftem are languid, I ha¥e fubftituted cups and leeches to 
venefection. Perhaps it is not too late yet to ufe one of thofe 
modes of bleeding in Mrs. B’s cafe. If it be, purges of ca- 
lomel and jalap fhould be given. ‘The liver, {pleen and bow- 
els all require, from the congeftions induced in them before 
and after madnefs, the occafional ufe of this clafs of medi- 
cines. 


Blifters to the ank/es I have found more ufeful than to the 
head and neck before the excitement of the brain is in part re- 
duced. I learned this practice from Dr. Willis foon after he 


cured the king of Great Britain. 


If all the above remedies fail, recourfe muft be had toa fal 
vation. ‘There is no general difeafe in which its effects are 
more uniformly beneficial. I have known order to be efta- 
blifhed in the operations of the mind in a few hours after the 
patient complained of a fore mouth. But a much longer time 
3s generally neceflary for it to cure. 


The cold bath fhould follow the falivation, if any part of 
her difeafe fhould remain unfubdued, alfo cordial diet and 
medicines, 
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Great attention fhould be paid to the ftate of her mind. Every 
thing affociated with the caufe of her difeafe, fhould be re- 
moved, and objects calculated to revive pleafant and healthy 
affociations of ideas fhould be fought for in company—in the 
haunts of her youth—or in any other place or fituation in 
which fhe has been happy.—When her temper, or wrong ideas 
are highly extravagant her mind fhould be foothed or diverted, 
as if by accident, to other fubjeéts.— When her alienations of 
mind become more feeble, they may be oppo/ed by reafon—by 
amufements—by converfation—and even by ridicule,—each of 
which I have known fuddenly or gradually to reftore order to 
the actions of the mind. Gentle exercife, when practicable, 
muft not be neglected. 


I was much pleafed to read your account of the good ef- 
fects of copious bleeding in facilitating Mrs. B’s. delivery. 


It will give me pleafure to hear of the iffue of Mrs. B’s, 
cafe. I more than hope ;—from the prefent fymptoms, and 
prognofis of her difeafe—I expect her recovery. Madnefs, 
fucceeding hyfteria, and attended with good humour, is much 
lefs difficult to cure than when it originates in hypochondriafis, 
and is attended with filence, and depreflion. 

From, dear Sir, yours, 


very refpectfully, | 
BENJAMIN RUSH. 
Dr. SPENCE. 


—xt ED ie 


No III. 


N the following table the firft column fhews the month— 
the fecond the day of the month—the third, the number of 
grains of calomel given each day, and the fourth, the num- 
ber of ftools in 24 hours. 
Vou. IV. T 
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Spence’s Cafe of Puerperal Mama. 
Mr. B ’s Fournal of Mrs. B—'s Ca/e. 


Month, Day. |Calom. | Stools. Remarks. 





July. | 24 
25 Sings and talks, laughs and dances 
a great deal. 


This day began to fpit. 


— 


27 


28 
29 


ws 





meet 


NnODWe we KH OCOCHOTOF CSCC AN UA WY & 


* 
_ 


Mouth very fore, eats nothing ; 
tranquil, and very filent. 


© OS 
© 


Oe sT DH Or SF OO 1D me me 


Dozed half the dayy when awake 
peevifh. 

Salivation very profufe 

Drank a litthe milk and water. 

Salivation {till very copious, can 
fcarcely {wallow. 

Takes gentle purges. 

Mouth mending. 

Begins to talk. 

Did not fleep well. [the day. 

Slept well, but talked much during 

Did not fleep till day break. 

Being violent, was bled to 15 oz. 

More moderate ; flept well. 

Still moderate; but did not fleep well. 

Slept tolerably. 

Rather violent. 

The fame. 

Appearing fick at the ftomach, took 
an emetic which operated well. 

Did not fleep till 2 a. M. 

Slept none. 

Slept well. 

Slept well. 

Did not fleep till day. 

The fame. 
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Sleeps but little. 


Began to fpit. 
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; Spits a little. 





Month. 


Sept. 


Od. 
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; 
Day. [Caren- Stools REMARKS, | 
hh, 
$401. 2 Spits a little. ky 
4/5) 2) f 
5 O 2 4 
: : I P Salivation ftill inconfiderable. iat: 
i ; 
8 l 1 
9 5 1 |) 
10 | Of 14 Moderate, walked out. 
11 5 2 
12 {| 5| 2] Walked out, but very wild. : 
13 6 Oo] Wild. , 
14 | 12 9 The fame. 
15 | 10 4 | ‘The fame. 
16 9 3 
17110] 4 
18 | 10 5 
19 | 10 3 
20 } 10 2 
Si i 10 0 
232i 11 1 
$5. 4. 1] ] 
94/11] 3f 
25} 11] 24] Salivation ftill trifling, breath offen- 
26 1 11 3 five, 
97 | 11 2 
28 | 11 2 
29 } ll 2 
30 | 11 2 
gf 12 2 
2112 l Began the fhower bath twice a-day. 
$ 1.22 l 
4 | 22 l 
5 | 12 2 7 
7lial ¢ ower bat continued every day, | 
3 | 19 1 b but fhe fubmits to it with great 
9 | 19 9 || reluctance. 
lo} 12] 21] | 
1] Omitted calomel. ; 
17 Left off the bath. 
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Salivation increafed remarkably after leaving off the mercu- 
ry, mouth and throat became very fore, breath offenfive, bow- 


els fince the fame period have been kept open by ftewed 
fruits, or molafles and water. 


Has rode out feveral times in a carriage; though often 
filent, never gloomy or melancholy. 


In the foregoing table the number of grains of calomel 
given each day is ftated ; but this quantity was always exhibit- 
ed in divided dofes. The dofes were carefully weighed by her 
hufband and given to her by his own hand. 


The cafk containing the fhower bath was elevated nine feet, 
and held tep gallons of water. 


_ No. IV. 


Dumfries, O&ober 30, 1806. 
DEAR SiR, 


HE above is a journal of our patients’ cafe by her huf- 
band, which I defired him to keep, as my engagements 
during the fickly feafon prevented me from attending to her 
minutely. In a medical point of view this journal is imper- 
feét, but I deem it valuable and therefore, although rather pro- 
lix, I think it proper to fend you an exact copy. You will 
fee by it that I commenced a mercurial courfe as foon as your 
inftructions came to hand. You will obferve alfo that the 
calomel foon after it was adminiftered operated powerfully as 
a cathartic thereby anfwering one great object you had in view, 








Spence’s Cafe of Puerperal Mania. 141 


that is, in removing thofe ‘ congeftions in the liver, {pleen and 
bowels, fo often induced in them before and after madnefs.” 


She has been falivated ¢qwzce, and in each falivation the ef- 
fests of the mercury on her fyftem were fo different and fo 
{trongly contrafted as to merit notice. 


In the firft inftance a {mall quantity of calomel (29 grains) 
{oon excited confiderable fpitting, and at the fame time purged 
feyerely. ‘The falivation foon became as profufe, the gums 
and fauces as much {welled as I ever faw from mercury. In- 
deed from the 31ft Auguft to the 7th September, deglutition 
was almoft entirely obftructed. During: this fevere falivation 
fhe was fo coftive as to require laxative medicines: When 
the falivation began to abate her mouth mended rapidly. 


On the contrary, when the calomel was again adminiftered, 
more than 100 grains were given before fhe began to fpit, nor 
were her bowels much affected by it. When the largeft quan- 
tities were given, the number of {tools might be faid to be in 
an inverfe ratio to the number of grains exhibited; nor was 
falivation increafed by thefe immenfe dofes. Few or no ftools, 
no {weats, and little falivation under fuch circumftances afto- 
nifhed me, infomuch that I doubted whether fuch large por- 
tions of calomel were really given; but I was foon convinced 
the ftatements were correct. On more minute inquiry I 
found that her attendants were obliged to change her drefs 
and bedding very often. She paffed great quantities of water 
in bed, and to all appearance involuntarily. The mercury, 
therefore, muft have ftimulated the kidneys, and run off by 
the urinary organs. Another circumftance during the fecond 
mercurial courfe is remarkable. About three days after the 
calomel was omitted a copious falivation with {welled gums 
and jaws came on, and continues to this day (30th Odober,) 
though now abating. Heer left jaw is ftill much fwelled, and 
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her breath offenfive. Her urinary evacuations have diminith- 
ed, and her bowels are kept moderately open by molaffes and 
water, or {tewed fruit. There has been no return of the c3- 
tamenia. 


With refpect to the ftate of her mind, when the falivation 
became in the firft inftance profufe, I had great hopes of fuc. 
cefs ; for inftead of finging, laughing and talking almoft in- 
ceffantly, fhe was tranquil and filent; but when her mouth 
began to mend fhe became as wild and irafcible as before. 


Since the laft falivation commenced the has flept well, has 
been more compofed, and is not now violent more than once 
or twice a day, and then fhe appears to be in a paflion on ac- 
count of fomething fhe imagines unjuftifiably withheld from 
her; but when fhe obtains what fhe calls for the rejects it 
with difdain, 


When the fhower bath was firft ufed the exclaimed, . §¢ This 
will fave my life ;” but foon afterwards fhe was fo violently op- 
pofed to it, that a defire was exprefied it fhould be left off 
until l heard from you again. While ufing the bath her 
hands, arms, and feet, from being generally cold, became 
warm, the warmth approaching to a feverifh heat. 


Every liquid fhe gets hold of (even her faliva) fhe rubs on 
her head, as if her difeafe lay there. Her eyes have a muddy 
appearance, like thofe of a perfon who has been fatigued, and 
watching for many nights. She fees and hears with great 
acutenefs. 


Although I have faid that fhe has lately been more com- 
pofed, yet fhe has not had as yet a diftiné lucid interval ; and 
her relations defpair of her recovery. You will obferve my 
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reliance hitherto has been almoft entirely upon the mercurial 
{livation ; being anxious to fee its wonderful revolutionary 
powers fully tried before recourfe was had to any other reme 


dies. 


Her diet has confifted principally of gruel, thin foups, 
ftewed fruits and preferves. She is very fond of molaffes and 
water, and, as has been already obferved, when fhe drinks it 
freely, it operates as a cathartic. But when I call to my re- 
collection all the food fhe has taken fince the mania com- 
menced, I really think it would fcarcely fuffice to fupport a 
weaned infant the fame number of months; and, though now 
emaciated to a degree that aftonifhes thofe who were formerly 
acquainted with her, fhe {till retains great mufcular ftrength. 
She fings louder and more melodioufly than fhe ever did, and re- 
members every word of every fong fhe could fing when in 
health. Ihave feveral times had her brought to her harpfi- 
chord; but fhe could never play any air, except God fave the 
king, the firft perhaps fhe ever learnt. When fhe attempted 
other pieces of mufic and failed, fhe would either get into a 
fit of raving, or would rattle away on the keys, laugh exceed- 
ingly at the motion of the jacks, and indulge ia all the effu- 
fions of clamorous mirth. 


Should the foregoing ftatement, which I fear in fome things 
is needlefsly minute, enable you to form an opinion of Mrs. 
B’s prefent fituation, I beg you will advife what is further to 
bedone. And fhould any fymptoms be omitted, which might 
lead to a clearer conception of her diforder, I hope you will 
put fuch queries as you may think neceflary, and [I fhall an- 
{wer them as fully as I can. 

I remain, dear Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 


Dr. Rusu. JOHN SPENCE 
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No. V. 
Philadelphia, November 8th, 1806. 


Dear Sir, 


GS tee falivation has probably effected all that can be ex. 
pected from it in our patient’s cafe. 


Long after morbid aétion is reduced in the arterial fyfter 
which pervades the trunk and limbs, it continues, though of. 
ten in a feeble degree, in the brain. This I fuppofe from 
your hiftory of Mrs. B’s. fymptoms to take place in her brain. 
The remedies for it fhould now be cold applications to her 
head and warm water to the feet at the fame time, thus to 
equalize, if poflible, arterial and nervous excitement. The 
cold applications may be ice pounded and confined in a bladder, 
cold water, or Dr. Cullen’s clay cap. If this remedy be ob- 
jected to, local depletion by cups, or blifters to the head may 
be ufeful. If her pulfe be active in the temporal arteries, or 
if fhe continue to exhibit figns of great excitement in her brain 
by the ferocity of her face, or the violence of her temper, it 
will perhaps be beft to ufe the depleting remedies, before the 
cold and warm applications. 


Cordial medicines and diet fhould be given if her pulfe do 
not forbid it. Opium, above all things is the medicina mentis 
in cafes of languid excitement in madnefs. 


New attions fhould be excited in her mind by converfa- 
tion, books or amufements. A cure of madnefs was once per- 
formed upon a lady in England, by confining her for hours te 
a card table. 


Adieu, from dear Sir, your friend and brother in the repub- 
lic of medicine, 


BENJAMIN RUSH. 
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Dumfries, February 15th, 1807. 
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DEAR SIR, 


T will be no lefs gratifying to you to hear, than it is to me 
to communicate the pleafing tidings of Mrs. B’s. recovery. 


ae 
aie es 





The prognofis you had formed of her difeafe in its early bd 
ftage has been fully verified. | 


a Previous to the receipt of your laft letter attempts had been 

: made to ufe the clay cap; but fuch was her violence that be | 
thefe attempts were made in vain; and there unfortunately 
exifted among her relations an almoft infuperable averfion to 
any thing like a ftrait waiftcoat. Although I always acqui- 

| efced in the propriety of indulging her in every innocent 

_ wifh and inclination, yet I conceived this indulgence to be ay 

carried beyond proper bounds whenever it interfered with the 

ufe of efficient remedies. I pointed out the impoffibility of 

complying with your directions unlefs fome reftraint was ufed, 

and at laft fucceeded in having a tight gown conftructed for 

this purpofe. ‘This gown was put on the 3d day of Decem- 

ber, when the hair was cut off as fhort as poflible, and fnow f 

applied to her head in a large bladder, and ordered to be re- | 

newed frequently. Her lower extremities were alfo direted 

to be bathed in warm water for an hour at a time every even- 

ing, and afterwards well rubbed. ‘This operation of bathing 

pleafed her much. She did not at firft complain of any un- 

eafinefs from the fnow, the application of which to the bare 

head of any one but a maniac would I think have been infup- | 

portable. After the fnow had been carefully applied for about : 

fixty hours, fhe afked why her drefs was fo tight; and on be- hae 

ing told the caufe, fhe promifed to let any application remain | 

undifturbed, provided the tight gown was taken off; and for 

fome days fhe kept her promife. This was the firft time we | 

difcovered the dawn of returning reafon ; fhe now ftated the A 
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great diforder in her brain, and how much fhe was diftrefled 
by loud acute founds. During the whole period of her indif- 
pofition, indeed, when any perfon addreffed her in a loud voice 
fhe would clap her hands on her ears and call out “ echo, 
echo.” She now too complained of the fnow, and when the 
clay cap was fubftituted for it, fhe appeared highly pleafed. 
This cap was frequently wetted with cold vinegar and water , 
but in a few days | found it neceflary, in confequence of the 
recurrence of unufual fits of outrage, to direct bags of {now or 
ice to be applied over the clay, and again with good cifect. 
During this courfe lucid intervals became longer and longer 


every day; and about the commencement of the pretent year 
fhe was fo rational, that the cold applications to her head, and 
warm bath to her feet, were difcontinued. 


On the reftoration of her reafon fhe complained of great 
weaknefs, particularly in her joints, and was remarkably grave, 
fo much fo that her relations were apprehenfive it would ter- 
minate in melancholy. [ advifed exercife in the open air, and 
fuch cheerful company as fhe /eemed pleafed with. By the bye 
this is a circumitance I found it neceffary to be particularly 
attentive to ; for when fhe went into the company of ftrangers, 
they gazed at her with a degree of eager curiofity, that both 
aftonifhed and diftrefled her, and was perhaps in fome mea- 
fure the caufe of that gloom which fucceeded her indifpofi- 
tion. ‘The only medicine I directed was the ruft of fteel in 
pretty large dofes. Since that time fhe has had a return of 
catamenia, though rather in {mall quantity ; fhe has enjoyed 
alfo found and refrefhing fleep, and has recovered much flefh. 
At prefent her f{pirits and her appetite are good, and upon the 
whole [ confider her recovery complete. 


As to what paffed during her illnefs, fhe fuppofed fhe had 
been fick only two or three weeks; and I difcovered that fhe 
had no knowledge of the difeafe under which fhe had laboured, 
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had no recollection of having been falivated, nor did fhe re- 
member any occurrence of confequence. She remembered 
only the fhower bath and how nearly fhe had tainted the Jaft 
time fhe was bled. She alfo had a diftinet recoilection of 
every event preceding the maniacal attack, and the firtt part 
of her furniture ihe examined after her recovery was the 
drawer containing the clothes fhe had prepared for her infant. 


You fee I continue fond of detail ; but-to me this cafe is new 
and has been very inftrudtive. Iam pleafed therefore that I have 
recorded it fo minutely. From the vague and obfcure man- 
ner in which puerperal mania is defcribed and treated by the 
writers I have had an opportunity of confulting, I felt at a lofs 
what to do; and this dithculty was not a little increafed by 
my total want of fuccefs with medicines celebrated for their 
{edative powers, or for moderating inordinate nervous excite- 
ment; and it may be fuppofed thatI adminifteredthefe medicines 
with a degree of boldnefs not altogether confiftent with pru- 
dence. In this {tate of doubt I exprefled a wifh to have your 
advice, and it was well I did fo; for your letters pointed out 
clearly the proper fteps to be taken. ‘Thefe letters, though 
fhort, are perfpicuous, and inculcate a mode of practice a 
once fimple, rational and energetic, and difcover an intimate 
knowledge of one of the moft diitrefling and humiliating dif- 
eafes that afflict human nature. 


Mrs. B. defires me to exprefs to you her fincere gratitude. 
Mr. B. alfo joins in compliments to you, and begs your ac- 
as a {mall compenfation 





ceptance of the enclofed 
for your prompt and kind attention to Mrs. B.’s cafe. 


Iam, dear Sir, with unfeigned regard and efteem, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 

JOHN SPENCE. 

Dr. Ruse. 
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No. VI. 


Extra of a Letter from Dr. Rusu in Reply to the above. 


« W HAVE received your very fatisfactory letter. I took 

| thé liberty of reading the hiftory of Mrs. B.’s cure to 
my clafs. It ferved to confirm the practice I had recommend- 
eda few days before in my ie¢tures, and which I had illuftrated 
by fix fuccefsful cafes out of ten of a fimilar nature in our 
hofpital during the winter. One of them was a man of 68 
years of age, and of a family fubje@ to madnefs. The difeafe 
in this patient was uncommonly violent, but it yielded to 
Jeventeen bleedings, (ten or twelve ounces at a time) to purges 
every fecond or third day and to low diet, in fx weeks. He 
is now with his family in New Jerfey in good health.” 














Remarks on Dr. Peacuey Harrison’s Reply; by WittiaM 
P. DEWEEs, M. D, 


Philadelphia, Aaguft \f?, 1807. 


Dear Sir, 


N looking over the laft number of your Mufeum, I obferve 

a reply from Dr. Harrifon on the fubjeét of impregnation. 

I would willingly for the prefent wave the farther confidera- 

tion of this fubject, did I not feel I owe Dr. H. fome apo- 

logy for the manner in which his “ Obfervations” &c. were 
treated. 


To you, fir, my reafons for the mode I purfued are well 
known, but it is not fo with Dr. H.; I therefore will 
briefly ftate them, and truft his candour will give full cre- 
dence to what I advance. You will readily recollect I was 
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under the perfuafion, that ‘* Peachey Harrifon” was an 
aflumed name, from being informed, and as I believed, on 
good authority, that the paper entitled, « Obfervations,” &c. 
was written by a medical gentleman in this city, who chofe 
this fignature with a view to difguife from what quarter the 
piece came ; the motive would have been evident, had this 
proved true. I called on you with a view to make fome dif- 
covery on this fubject by infpecting the poft mark, place of 
abode, &c.3; but fir, upon reference to the envelope we could 
find nothing fatisfactory, nor was the paper itfelf dated, as 
you have fince borne tefiimony in a note to it.* ‘This was 
conceived a {trong corroboration of what I had before heard, 
and I ated agreeably to feelings thus excited. I truft this 
ftatement will fatisfy Dr. H. that it was not fheer wantonnefs 
that urged me to the ftile of reply I adopted. 


Feeling this explanation neceffary through the medium of 
your Mufeum, I have added to it fome remarks on Dr. H.’s 
anfwer, and if fir, they in every refpect fquare with the objects 
of your work, I hope you will alfo give them publicity. 

fam, Sir, your’s fincerely, 
WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 
Dr. Joun Repman Coxe. 


———? 


Dr. H. in his reply obferves, p. 98, that it cannot be re- 
garded as prefumption in me to believe that the Door has 
embraced an hypothefis,” &c.; on the words « embraced an 
hypothefis,” he remarks in a note “I fay embraced, becaufe 
I am able to fhew he is not the inventor of it.” The inventor 
of what! I would beg leave to afk? Have I claimed ori- 
ginality for the doctrine of the poflibility of fuperfcetation ? 
certainly I have not, as Dr. H. may very readily fatisfy him- 
felf by turning to the effay ; he will find I fay it “is not a 

* The Editor hopes the circumftances here detailed, will fufficiently evince the 


attention which is necefflary to authenticate by date, and refidence, &c. fuch 
communications as are tranfmitted to him for publication. 
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new idea,” and that the exprefs object of the effay “is to 
revive it.” Nor do I any where clatra the dorine of abforp- 
tion; as every one knows, who is in the leaft converfant with 
the fubject of impregnation, that this honour is due to Harvey. 
It is true, I have offered a modification of this opinion, by fup- 
pofing this operation (abforption) may be affected by a fet 
of vefiels whofe fole duty it 1s, to convey the ejected femen to 
the ovaria 3; and this, of however litile confequence it may be, 
or however abfurd it may appear, I believe to have originated 
with myfelf; and I alfo believe, that no one before me, has at- 
tempted to deduce the pothibility of fuperfcetation, from the 
premifes | have adopted. From this, it would appear, that 
I claim but the humbie merit, of arranging in a new order, 
facts, and opinions, known to many before me; and this I 
fhall contir ue to believe, until ] am fhewn, that I am not en- 
titled to priority in this arrangement. 


Dr. H. is certainly wrong in fuppofing, my objet was to 
call in queition the claflical purity of the expreffion, of ‘ex- 
torting from nature her oracles” in my remarks on it3 it was 
done with a view to fet him againft himfelf, when in one 
place he flatters himfelf he has done this (extorted nature’s 
oracles,) not altogether without fuccefs; and in another, 
Jaunches into an ocean of conjecture, which eventually I think 
overwhelms him ; as the oracles of nature fhould be pure and 
unfullied by conjecture. Am I not then correét, when he fubfti- 
tutes hypothefis for the “oracles of nature” in faying, they, in my 
opinion, are without foundation or plaufibility ?* In the fame 
paragraph, p. 100, Dr. H. obferves ‘‘may I be permitted to 
inquire, upon what foundation his (Dr. D’s):hypothefis refts ? 


—upon facts ? I declare, that after reading his effay upon fu- 


* Dr. H. need not have had recourfe to the Mantuan bard for the employ- 
ment of the term, as Spallanzani, much nearer our time, makes ufe of the fame 
words and forthe fame object. He fays, p. 244. differ. H. Par. clxxi. “ In this 
branch of phyfics, we muft not generalize our ideas, but are under the necef- 
ity of confulting the oracles of nature, and receiving her anfwers with refpect 
and attention.” 
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perfoetation repeatedly, and with the utmoft attention of which 
[am capable, Iam unable to find any from which his hypo- 
thefis could directly be inferred: and he confefledly admits, 
that he takes thofe facts for granted upon which he builds his 
hypothehis. Oh! but he firft proves, that fuperfoetation 
cannot take place according to another hypothefis, and there- 
fore it muft take place according to the hypothefis he has 
fuggefted ? What kind of philofophy is this I befeech the 
Doctor ? Has he learned this mode of reafoning from Lord 
Bacon, or from Sir Ifaac Newton ?”’——There is in this quota- 
tion an ambiguity and want of confiftency that is well worthy 
of attention. I cannot underftand the Do¢tor, when he fays 
i have confeffedly admitted I have taken my facts for granted. 
Have I not given authorities for the major part of them ? they 
are therefore not aflumed ; and if I underftand the import of 
the word afflumed in this inftance, it means, I have declared, f 
have taken for granted, circumf{tances that may not be true; 
now no man in his fenfes, be his fincerity what it may, would 
declare he did not believe in his data, when he was about to 
draw an inference important to his doétrine. But 1 will go 
farther and here declare, I do believe implicitly in the facts 
quoted, and confequently do not beg them. Is it not  illogi- 
cal” to conclude that faé&ts muft be ‘“ affumed,” becaufe Dr. 
H. cannot find any, from which my hypothefis can be direét- 
ly inferred? This does no more than call in queftion the 
force of the facts, but furely does not deftroy their truth. 
Befides, Dr. H. admits a little farther, that I prove “ fuperfoe- 
tation cannot take place according “to another hypothefis,” yet 
affects to call in queftion the faéts on which this proof refts ; 
how does this harmonize ? 


I thall now, for a moment advert to a part of the above quo- 
tation, on another fcore. Dr. H. fays, in a manner fufficiently 
unqualified, that I have concluded, becaufe fuperfcetation can- 
not take place according to another hypothefis, that it mutt 
take place according to the one I have fuggefted. Ido declare 
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I have faid nothing like it, nor is it in his power, with all his 
logical talents to aid him, to fhew, that fuch a conclufion will 
follow my premifes. Were it fo, the Doctor might well ex- 
claim, “ What kind of philofophy is this.” I truft I have, to 
every unprejudiced mind, fhewn how it cannot take place; 
and then have humbly attempted to fhew how it were in my 
opinion poflible ; if this be a crime I plead guilty; but I con- 
ceive every man has a right to call in queftion, doctrines 
however long received, or however fanétioned; but in doing 
this, it is alfo incumbent, to offer one in the place of that he 
has endeavoured to repudiate. ‘his I have done, but not in the 
dogmatical ftyle Dr. H. imputes to me. Dr. H. p. 101, thinks 
he has afcertained from “ experiments, repeated frequently, 
patiently, and perfeveringly, and inftituted with a view to 
afcertain the point, that venereal fenfibility has its principal 
feat in the os tincz ;” but acknowledges he is unable to fup- 
port the fact by the dire& teftimony of any authorities to 
to which he das acce/s. Does he know of any authority either 
ancient or modern for the affertion ? I muft confefs I do not. 
He then afks, was it in the power of “ Harvey to fubftantiate 
the fact of the circulation of the blood, by the teftimony of 
other writers ’” I fay yes, and upon thofe who had gone be- 
fore him chiefly; it was upon their difcoveries, and facts, that 
he firft deduced, and then proved the circulation. Had no one 
preceded Harvey, had he not had multiplied experiments, and 
faéis to to have refted on, he would not have immortalized 
himfclf by his difcovery. Did he difcover that the heart had 
two auricles and two ventricles, which contraéted and forced 
the blood from it? Did he difcover there were two fets of 
veflels belonging to the fanguineous circulation? ‘The fame 
queftion may be afked of almoft all the anatomical facts con- 
nected with this difcovery. Harvey has then the merit of 
employing the knowledge of other anatomitts, fo as to produce 
the moft important difcovery in the hiftory of medicine. And 
had not Jenner had public and living records, to prove that the 
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natural vaccine difeafe when received into the human conftitu- 
tion prevented the fmall-pox ; we fhould not now have been 
benefited by his difcovery that this obtains equally, when 
artificially introduced. 


Dr. H. p. 102 appears to have fome difficulty in underftand- 
ing what he terms, a “ perplexed chain of propofitions ;” this 
I conceive muft be his own fault, fince I will venture to fay, they 
ftand in no fuch predicament with any one elfe ; they appear 
to me plain and conclufive, and this I aflign as the reafon why 
Dr. H. found them perplexed.* But I would beg leave to afk 
by what rule of grammar or “ logic” will Dr. H. make “ very 
many” mean moft? I have not ventured to rely on my own 
judgment with refpect to what I conceived to be the obvious 
meaning, but have taken fome pains to inquire of feveral of 
my literary friends, on whofe opinions, as far as regarded this 
queftion efpecially, I could fafely depend, without being able 
to find any authority for Dr. H.’s conftruction. But, leaft 
this fhould again be cavilled at, I now explicitly declare, that 
my meaning was, that a confiderable number, was intended to 
be underftood. 


In p. 103 Dr. H. leaves to logicians to decide, whether the 
inference drawn from ‘the perplexed chain of propofitions” 
be properly made from the premifes; ‘ and whether the rea- 
foning, if it conclude againft any thing, does not more logically 
conclude againft the neceflity of pleafure in the prolific inter- 
courfe, than againft the feat of the venereal fenfibility being 
in the os tince. If there are indeed women, who, when they 
are in a fituation to be impregnated, feel no pleafure in the 
fexual intercourfe, and are yet prolific, I grant this proves 
that pleafure is not an indifpenfible requifite in fecundation.” 


Let us now examine Dr. H.’s theory of impregnation, and 
fee how it will {quare with the above conceffion. Dr. H. p. 


* Or rather perplexing. 
VoL. IV, Xx 
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423, Vol. II. No. viii. gives « the following combinations of 
caufes and effects, to convey a clear conception of the manner,” 
in which he fuppofes impregnation to be effected. 


Trritation applied by the glans penis to the os tincz, 
well prepared to receive this irritation by its projection into 
the vagina, and by its extreme fenfibility, is the immediate 
caufe of the venereal orgafm, or that unknown defire which 
the female fometimes feels, in coition, for the feminal {ftimu- 
lus ; and fecondly, that av ab/orption of the fecundating fluid, 
when applied to the os tincz during the orgafm, is the proxi- 
mate effect thereof; and in the third place, that the tranf- 
miffion of the femen to the ovaria, by ¢he proper action of the 
uterine fyffem, is as naturally the confequence of abforption, as 
deglutition is of agreeable aliment taken into the pharynx. 
And laftly, that impregnation is the final caufe of the fexual 
intercourfe, and of the p/eafures with which it is accompa- 
nied.” 


«It clearly follows from what has been ftated above, that 
impregnation will never take place, unlefs the venereal orgafm 
has been excited ; and it is equally plain, that it will not hap- 
pen, unlefs the femen is brought in conta¢t with the os tincx 
during the venereal orgafm ; and it follows with equal clearne/s, 
that an appofition of the urethra to the os tince, at the fame 
time will be important, if not indifpenfible ; not indeed for the 
purpofe of the injection of the femen into the uterus, but that 
the feminal ftimulus be applied to the os tince, at the moment 
when it is prepared to abforb and carry it to the ovaria.” 


The opinion of Dr. H. is then “fo far as I am able to un- 
derftand, fo perplexed a chain of propofitions” firft, that con- 
tact between the * velvet like head of the penis,” and the os 
tinc, is eflentially neceflary, as appears from the expreflions, 
“irritation applied by the glans penis to the os tince”; by its 
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being ‘ well prepared to receive it ;” by its (the os tinct) being 
« actually the feat of pleafure in females ;” and from its *¢in 
the fexual intercourfe” receiving “ irritation from the foit and 
velvet like head of the penis,’ &c. Now we have in our for- 
mer reply, faid enough from the moft refpectable authority, 
to convince any unprejudiced man, that many initances of im- 
pregnation have occurred, where it was phylically impoliible 
for this contact to take place. But left it fhould be objected, 
that thefe obf{tructions may have arifen after impregnation had 
taken place, I will give an extract from Baudelocque’s Mid- 
wifery, on the authority of Barbout, that I conceive perfeét- 
ly in point.  Tranfverfe partitions have often been found in 
the vagina; and it has been known to open into the rectum, 
in women who wanted the external parts of generation, with- 
out this vicious confirmation having rendered them abfolutely 
barren.” Barbout, tom. I. p. 59. 


This, with the examples we before cited, with the gene- 
rality of men, would be fuflicient to prove that infiances of 
impregnation have occurred, where ‘irritation by the glans 
penis” could not be immediately communicated to the os tin- 
ce; but fto do away all pretence to this effential, I will re- 
late the following hiftory, the truth of which may be relied on, 
as it was communicated to me by the lady herfelf, who cer- 
tainly had no theory to fupport. 


Mrs. G. aged 33, was feized on the 10th April, 1807 with 
a viclent vomiting in confequence of a portion of inteftine 
becoming ftrangulated in a hernia, which fhe had laboured 
under many years ; I was called to vifit her, and in a few days 
fhe perfe@ly recovered; during my attendance on her the 


_ mentioned, fhe had ever fince her firft labour been troubled 


with a falling down of the womb, for which fhe was obliged 
always to wear a peflary. I begged her to fhew me one of her 
peflaries ; it was made of cork coated with wax; it was about 
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four inches long, two broad, and had a hole in the middle of 
the third of an inch in diameter. She had worn one ever 
fince her firft lying in, with the exception of a fhort period 
after each delivery, and after the fixth month of each preg. 
nancy. She was the mother of fix children. As this cafe 
was fo directly in favour of the idea, that contact between 
the penis and os tince was not neceflary to impregnation, 
I was particuiar in my inquiries refpecting the moft eflential 
circumftances. I afked, if fhe always wore the peflary as fhe 
had afferted, (with the exceptions juft ftated) how could fhe 
pollibly have become pregnant ? fhe faid fhe did not pretend to 
know how this happened, but fuch was the fad. Am I then 
to underftand, without any equivocation, that you believe you 
ever have become pregnant while you wore the peflary ? She 
affured me, fhe was certain this had always taken place while 
it was within her, with the exception of the firft child. I de- 
manded, whether this was not an obftruction to conjugal uni- 
on; fhe faid, nothing like as great as without it, for her 


womb was always fo low, as to prevent entirely this inter- 
courte. 


Secondly, Dr. H. aflerts, that from “ its extreme fenfibility, 
(the os tincz) it is (in conjunction with irritation) the imme- 
diate caufe of the venereal orgafm ;” now as we have, we think 
fufficiently proved above, that impregnation has taken place 
_ where this irritation could not be applied to the extremely 
fenfible os tince, no venereal orgafm could take place, as its 
proximate caufes were wanting ; confequently the venereal or- 
gafm, or that * unknown defire which the female fometimes 
feels in coition, for the feminal ftimulus,” cannot be effential 
to impregnation, if, as Dr. H. fuppofes, the glans penis and os 
tince mutt be in conta¢t for this effect to be produced. 


I think, I do not force Dr. H.’s meaning, when I affert, he 
muft confider pleafure, or pain, eflential to the venereal orgafm, 
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and confequently to impregnation ; fince, agreeably to his own 
declaration, ‘impregnation will never take place unlefs the 
venereal orgafm has been excited.” He admits the glans pe- 
nis to be an irritating body; the os tince to be an extremely 
fenfible body ; now, what is the neceflary confequence of the 
application of a body capable of irritating, to another body 
extremely fenfible, mult it not be either pleaiure or pain? It 
is true Dr. H. has urged p. 422 “that the venereal orgafm 
confijis in a certain excitement of the uterine fyftem, and is 
accompanied with exquifite fenfations, fimilar to thofe which 
take place. in the male ;” but as I cannot perceive the difference 
asrefpects the main or “final caufe of fexual intercourfe,” 
whether the pleafure attending the act, be the caufe or effect, 
or neither, fince it muft accompany, and be prefent at the 
time the venereal orgafm exifts; and I care not to which of 
thefe heads he refers it, fince he agrees, that impregnation can- 
not take place *“* without venereal orgafm,” and that the ‘ ve- 
nereal orgafm is accompanied with exquifite.. fenfations.” 
Pleafure then, agreeably to Dr. H.’s hypothefis is a neceflary 
link in the chain of effects, arifing from the irritating glans 
penis, when applied to the extremely fenfible os tince. 


Thirdly, that the femen muft be abforbed during the vene- 
real orgafm. It might not be amifs to afk Dr H. how he fup- 
pofes this abforption to be effected; for he certainly has not 
explained it, by faying it does happen. His ambiguity and want 
of logical precifion on this fubje&t are very notable; for he 
conveys nothing certain to my mind when he fays “that the 
tranfmiflion of the femen to the ovaria, by the proper a€tion of 
the uterine /yffem, is as naturally the confequence of abforption, 
as deglutition is of agreeable aliment taken into the pharynx.” 
For, before we can admit this opinion, feveral things muft be 
proved : firft, that the venereal orgafm is produced in the man- 
ner urged by Dr. H.: fecondly, that this, is effential to im- 
pregnation ; thirdly, if it does take place as Dr. H. fuppofes, 
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he muft fhew that this part, when fo circumftanced has the 
power of abforption ; and fourthly, that when it has abforbed, 
he muft demonftrate it conveys the femen along in a manner 
analogous to fwallowing, or that tiie wt oian! action of the ute. 
rine fyftem takes place. 


Dr. H. p. 102, reduces my arguments (or agreeably ‘to his 
own phrafeology } my « perplexed chain of propofitions” againft 
the feat of venereal pleafure being in the os tince to a dilem- 
ma, which he thus retorts, ‘now, unlefs that thofe women 
who enjoy pleafure in the venereal ‘congrefs, and thofe: who 
do not, have an organic difference in the part in which the 
venereal fenfibility’ refides, we muft conclude that this part is 
not the feat of venereal fenfibility.” This dilemma of the 
Doctor’s might eafily be again retorted, but as I have not pre- 
tended to locate venereal fenfibility or enjoyment, in any thing 
f have advanced, and as I do not believe in its inftrumentality 
in conception, the:onus probandi lies with him. 


Dr. H. p. 104, endeavours to draw a parallel between the 
fenfe of feeling poffeffed by the hog in his fnout, and the ele- 
phant in his probofcis, and the fenfibility of the os tince ; 
fince he evidently confounds the fenfe of feeling, which thefe 
parts may have, even in an eminent degree, with fenfibility 
ftriétly fo called, I fhall only obferve, in general, the analogy 
between the fenfe of touch which diftinguifhes between bodies, 
and that ftate of a part termed fenfibility, is too remote to 
ferve as a ftandard of comparifon, and too diftinct ever to be 
confounded. Dr. H.a little farther on, fays, ‘to thefe obfer- 
vations, (thofe refpeting the hog’s {nout and the elephant’s 
probofcis) it is hardly worth while to add, that its texture (the 
os tincz’s) is certainly lefs firm than that of our teeth, which 
are as fenfible to the variations of heat, perhaps, as any other 
part of the body.” 
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It will be readily admitted, that the teeth are very fenfible to 
cold, but not to heat,* unlefs they are difeafed. But I will 
not allow, Dr. H. has any right to the comparifon, fince the 
bony fubftances of the teeth are mechanically acted upon by 
the contraction of the enamel which furrounds them. In con- 
fequence of the contragtion which the enamel fuffers from a 


reduction of temperature, the nerve of the tooth is impinged 


upon, and no one will deny but a living nerve poffefles fenfi- 
bility. 


Tam forry to be under the neceflity of accufing Dr. H. of 
mif-quoting me in the next paragraph; I am rather difpoied 
to believe, from his general appearance of candour, that it 
muft have proceeded rather from negligence than defign. He 
makes me fay “as far as can be determined by the /enfe of 
touch,’ whereas, I fay by the touch. It is well known to ac- 


* Heat and cold we are aware are only relative terms, but I have chofen to 
employ them here as feparate properties for the fake cf perfpicuity; and when 
Ifay the teeth are fufccptible of impreflion from cold and not from heat, I with 
only to be underftood, as referring to the fenfation they produce, withcut any 
reference to the abfolute quantity of caloric a body may contain. ‘Thus then,a 
confiderable degree of heat above that of the mouth, will net affe& found teeth 
difagreeably, whereas, when the temperature of the medium, offered to the teeth 
is confiderably below the temperature of the teeth themfelves, they will be un- 
pleafantly affe@ted ; the reafon I have elfewhere explained. 


+ We might notice with great propriety Dr H.’s evident overfight of the ana- 
tomical arrangement of the ear and nofe, when he demands “ whether the tex- 
ture of the os tincz be firmer than that of the feat of the fenfe of hearing, or of 
that of fmell ? Does Dr. H. mean by the feat of the fenfe of hearing, the pe- 
trous portion of the temporal bone, or the portio mollis of the auditory nerve ? 
Does he mean by the feat of the fenfe of fmell, the nafal and ethmoid bones, or 
the Schneiderian membrane? | It is certainly difficult to decide this point; fince 
if he means the portio mollis, it will bear no comparifon with the os tincz ; and 
if he means the bony canal in which it is encafed, he muft fhew this part is the 
feat of hearing, and not the portio mollis. If he means both the portio mollis, 
and Schneiderian membrane, it. would be eafy to prove, they are much lefs firtr 
in their texture than the os tincz. 
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coucheurs that by the touch is meant, the ufe or employment of 
the finger, to afcertain the ftate of the uterus or os tincz or 
both ; therefore, I conceive there is no Irifbifm in faying, “as 
far as can be determined by the touch,” or in other words, by 
the application of the finger, for which the touch is the techni- 
cal term. 


Dr. H. lays it down p. 105, as ** an incontrovertible truth, 
that whatever part of our bodies is capable of being pained, 
may alfo be the feat of pleafure.” Is not bone, ligament, ten- 
don, cellular membrane, &c. capable of being pained, yet have 
they ever been known to produce or yield pleafure ? Dr. H. 
farther fays, he “ will allow that the os tince may be freely 
felt by the finger, without exciting much either of pleafure 
or pain.” What has become now of its * extreme fenfibility ?” 
Could any other part of the body to which the attribute of fen- 
fibility is allowed, be felt freely by the finger, without exciting 
much of either “ pleafure or pain ?” Dr. H. endeavours in- 
deed to reconcile this feemingly contradictory conceffion, by 
obferving, “ But does it follow confequently, that the friction 
of the penis in coition, does not excite pleafurable, and perhaps, 
in fome, for ought I know, painful fenfations ? I need not 
undertake to prove, that there is fuch a thing as fpecific fenfi- 
bility, and that fpecific fenfibilities are only to be aroufed into 
activity by their appropriate objects.” 


I will not pretend to deny the exiftence of fpecific fenfibili- 
ties, but muft fay Dr. H. has not proved there exifts one in the 
os tince ; I will even go farther; I do not believe their exifts 
any there. My reafons for thinking fo are, firft, pleafurable 
fenfations appear to be excited where the * appropriate object” 
has not been applied ; and fecondly, when applied, under the 
moft favourable condition, as far as can be determined by ex- 
ifting circumftances, the fpecific effect has not refulted. 
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To prove my firft objection, we need but recollect the dif- | 
graceful means fometimes employed for this purpofe; with a any 
view to a more full illuftration of what is here alluded to, I 
will tranfcribe a few paflages from Chambon, a modern French 
writer on the difeafes of girls. He afks, p, 80. vol. IT. « Eft-ce 
dans les vices de l’education, dans la feduction des examples 
dangereux, et dans la force du temperement ou l’effeét des paf- | 
fions, qu'il faut chercher la caufe de Ja matturbation? Ne 
feroit-ce pas auili quelquefois au concours de certaines circon- | 
{tances qu’on pourroit attribuer l’origine du penchant qui porte i 
un grand nombre de femmes a jouir d’elles-mémes .” : 


After entering into an inquiry on the object of thefe queftions, 
he adds, ‘ J’ai dit que les examples dangereux etoient une des it 
caufes les plus ordinaires de la mafturbation; c’eft prefque | 
toujours dans les lieux ot les filles font raflemblees en grand 
nombre, que cette funefte habitude fe contrate. 


“ Quand je traiterai de la fureur utérine, je dirai quelles font 
les revolutions qui fe paflent dans une fille d’une con{titution 
vigoureufe, et d’un temperement ardent; on faura mieux pour- 
quoi les fenfations qu’elle éprouve dans les parties de la genera- 
tion, la forcent quelquefois a jouir d’elle-mémes ; on concevra 
@avantage comment une inquictude douloureufe qui fatigue ces 
organes, y fait porter ]a main, fans avoir méme lidie du liberti- 
nage. L’impreflion qui nait de ce contact devient un fenti- 
ment de plaifir, et la jouifflance fe confomme avant qu’on ait eu 
le temps de la reflection. On juge bien que le fouvenir d’un 
moment de delices, que l’excés de fante rappelle fouvent A 
Pefprit, ne peut étre oublie; les jouifsances fe multiplient, 
Phabitude fe contra€te, et les oreilles fe ferment aux confeils de 
la fageffe.” 


The extra&t juft given will prove, that there is enjoyment | 
without the ‘appropriate object,” and confequently, if pleafure \ 
or gratification be produced, by the means mentioned, it is not 
Vot. IV. + 
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effential that the parts Dr. H. fuppofes indifpenfible for their 
production, fhould come in contact. 


To prove my fecond objection, I muft again urge, that there 
are women who feel no pleafure from coition; yet with whom 
it is prefumable, that the “* velvet like head of the penis” and 
the ‘extremely fenfible os tince” might as readily, and as 
reafonably come in contact, as where pleafure is the refult of 
fexual union. That I may not appear to ftand alone im this 
opinion, I will cite a paflage from Dionis,* (Eng. trans. p. 106) 
who is a warm ftickler for fexual pleafure in the immediate 


* This old writer appears to have entertained very nearly the fame ideas of 
conception that Dr. H does; to prove this, we will run two or three parallels of 


the principle opinions. 
DIONIS. 


By introduction is understood, the en- 
tering of the yard so erected into the 
mouth of the womb,f that is eager to re- 
Céive it. p, 74. 

These parts feel at that time a mutual 
tickling pleasure, produced by rubbing one 
on another. p, 74. 

Then emission is ardently wished for 
by both parties, as the height of pleasure 
and full enjoyment. p. 74. 

The seed emitted directly into the 
mouth of the womb, is greedily received, 
and by the contractions of the uterus is 
pushed through the tubz fallopianz, to 
the ovarium, p. 75. 

For I find that their action (the liga- 
ments) is to draw the womb downwards, 
and by their elasticity, to bring it near 
to the yard in the act of generation, that 
by its internal orifice it may more conve- 
niently receive the seed emitted. p. 34, 

I have made it appear that the use of 
the ligamenta rotunda, is to bring the bot- 
tom of the womb forward towards the 
yard for the reception of the seed; the 
seed being received, the womb contracts, 
the seed is compressed and forced into the 
tubz fallopianz. p. 76. 





HARRISON. 


That the venereal sensibility resides in 
the os tince, &c. L infer from the structure 
of the parts, and especially from the pro. 
jection of the collum uteri into the vagina, 
where it will receive in the sexual inter- 
course, irritation from the soft and velvet 
like head of the penis, well calculated to 
produce the venereal orgasm ; which con- 
sists in a certain excitement of the ute- 
rine system, accompanied with exquisite 
sensations, similar to those that take 
place in the male, with an unknown de- 
sire to receive the seminal stimulus. 
Pp. 422. 

That an apposition may take place, ap- 
pears to me intirely probable from the 
phenomena, &c., the cervix uteri becomes 
turgid, the ligamenta rotunda contract, 
the uterus is depressed in the pelvis, the 
os tince is brought nearer to the orificium 
eXternum, and assumes 2 direction fa- 
vourable to an apposition. 424, 

That the transmission of the semen to 
the ovaria, by the proper action of the ute- 
rine system, is as naturally the consequence 
of absorption, &c. p. 423. 


+ By mouth of the womb he means vagina, as he says, these two parts are as we?l 
fitted to each other as a sheath is toa knife, hence the mouth of the womb is called 


vagina. 
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bufinefs of conception. ‘ And I have met with fome who 
declared that they had no notion of that pleafure, for which 
others daily hazarded fo much ; and affured me alfo, that they 
had been got with child without being fenfible of pleafure in 


the leaft.” 


Dr. H. p. 106, fays, ‘I have always underftood it to be a 
general fact, that venereal fenfibility is diminifhed during preg- 
nancy, and that women are lefs difpofed to admit the embraces 
of the male, during this period, than at other times.” Were 
this a fact in its fulleft extent it would prove nothing for Dr. 
H.’s theory, fince, agreeably to his own pofition, the os tincx 
is always within the reach of the penis during pregnancy. But 
the fact certainly ftands otherwife, and I have no hefitation 
in faying, I believe it almoft univerfally obtains, where affection 
makes the ground work of love ; or where this aét is not yielded 
to, rather as a duty, than as a fource of gratification. 


This fact ought to be perfectly reconcileable to Dr. H.’s 
theory if it were a juft one, fince, if the os tincz be the actual 
feat of venereal enjoyment ; fince we know that fenfibility is 
encreafed (czeteris paribus) by an increafed flow of blood to the 
part; and fince, by his own quotation from Dr. Monro, Dr. 
H. believes this determination to take place during the vene- 
real congrefs ; and fince, this determination can only manifeft 
itfelf by a diftenfion of veflels; we think we have a right to 
conclude, that whatever will increafe the determination of 
blood, will increafe the fenfibility of the part to which it is 
determined ; and as we could very eafily thew that this takes 
place with refpect to the neck of the uterus, in proportion as 
geftation advances; and as Dr. H. infifts the os tince is always 
_ within the reach of the penis, we conceive, it muft neceflarily 
follow, that were the os tince the feat of venereal pleafure, it 
ought, agreeably to the Dr’s. hypothefis, to augment in propor- 
tion to the advancement of geftation. Indeed, I am furprifed 
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Dr. H. did not take advantage of the faét we have infifted on, 
namely, that «women in the Jatter months of pregnancy, who 
do feel pleafure from fexual intercourfe, have equal enjoyment 
when the os tince is entirely obliterated, or out of the reach 
of the penis.” 


Dr. H. p. 106, acknowledges, that §¢ if the facts upon which 
this pofition refts,” could be eftablifhed, it would be entitled to 
great weight. Let us endeavour to fatisfy the Do¢tor on. this 
fubject. I fhall try to fhew from various, authorities the 
changes which the os tince undergoes from pregnancy 5 and 
alfo attempt to prove, that it gets beyond the-reach of the penis 
in the latter term of geftation. 


‘In the fixth month the neck begins to enlarge at its bafis, 
and feems a little fofter than before.” Baudelecque. p. 245. 
Sect. 406. 


‘In the feventh, the neck grows flill fhorter, and becomes 
lefs accefhible to the touch, becawfe it recedes from the vulva in 
proporticn as it is developed.” Ibid. Sect. 407. 


s¢ At the end of the eighth month its neck is almoft always 
effaced; and its orifice fo far off, that the finger can fearcely 
reach it, and to do it, we are obliged often to carry it as high 
as the facro iliac fymphyfis, right or /eft.” Ibid. SeQ. 409. 


‘In order to reach fo far, we muft proceed in the following 
manner, the woman muit be fanding,” &c. &c.3 he then 
gives a particular direction, how the es tince may. be touched, 
but as it is not immediately connected with our fubject, I have 
omitted tran{cribing it. Ibid. Sect. 410. 


«Some accoucheurs recommend placing the woman on the 
bed, to touch her in the latter periods ; in order, as they fay, te 
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bring the neck of the uterus to the centre of the pelvis, by di- 
minifhing the obliquity of its fundus. But we muft not ex- 
pect any affiftance from this precaution; and it is a/mo/? al- 
ways impoffible to reach the orifice in that manner, and it is much 
better to touch her ftanding.” Set. 411. From this it would 
appear, that the weight of the uterus was neceflary to bring it 
within reach of the finger ; this will be a futhcient comment. 


‘In the laft period of pregnancy, the neck of the uterus is 
completely developed.” Ibid. Sect. 412. 


“If the cavity of the uterus becomes ftill larger after this 
time (the feventh month,) it is all at the expenfe of thefe fibres, 
(fibres of the neck) now become weaker. At firft they diftend 
and lengthen : then they feem to range themfelves by the fide 
of each other ; which renders the uterus /o thin in this part, that 
the edges of its orifice are often no thicker than two or three 
folds of common paper.” Ibid. p. 133. Sect. 202. 


‘In the ninth month the neck of the uterus is altogether 
diftended.” Smellie p. 96. 


« The fundus of the uterus is the part firft diftended, and 
afterwards the inferior parts in regular order; at length the 
cervix is obliterated, except the mere circle of the os uteri.” 
Denman. p. 247. 


‘In the laft weeks, when the cervix uteri is completely 
diftended, the uterine orifice begins to form an elliptical tube, 
inftead of a fiffure ; and fometimes, efpecially when the parietes 
of the abdomen are relaxed by repeated pregnancy, difappears 
entirely, and is without the reach of the finger in touching.” 
Hamilton p. 89. 


** And it becomes thinner and thinner, (the uterus) and in 
the laft days is like the other parts of the womb, and is not 
diftinguifhable, but by its circumference.” Dionis p. 113. 
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—‘ Tellement que quand la femme approache de fon tems, 
il eft (the mouth of the uterus) tenet applani, et prefque confus 
avec la globe de la matrice.” Mauriceau. p. 97. 


From the quotations juft made, I truft Dr. H will be con. 
vinced, that the fituation, and condition I had given the os tin- 
cz was not ideal, and made to fquare with a preconceived 
opinion. 


Dr. H. p. 107, afks, ‘* but is it a fat that the os tincz even 
in the latter months of pregnancy, gets intirely out of the 
reach of the penis ?” I have fufliciently anfwered this queftion 
I truft by the extraéts juft given. It muft not however be 
concealed, that in fome in{ftances at the latter period of gefta- 
tion, the uterus loaded with its contents is precipitated pretty 
low into the pelvis; this however will make nothing in favour 
of the hypothefis we are examining, fince when it does happen 
the woman fuffers much from any attempt at connexion. Dr. 
H. in the fame paragraph makes the following quotation from 
Monro’s anatomy. ‘Moreover, fays the Doctor, the cervix 
or neck of the womb itfelf, which has long remained un. 
changed, becomes much fhorter during the laft months of preg- 
nancy, and at length forms a broad flat opening, which, towards 
the time of parturition, grows continually wider.” “This” 
fays Dr. H. “I take to be the true ftate of the cafe; but can 
it be inferred from this paflage, that the os tincz, even in the 
latter periods of pregnancy, is intirely out of the reach of the 
penis ?” certainly it cannot do¢tor. 


I fhould be obliged to Dr. H. if he will point out any 
part of what I have written, in which I have declared, or inti- 
mated, I drew my conclufion that, the os tincz was « entirely 
out of the reach of the penis” from the authority of Dr. Mon- 
ro, or from no better or pointed authority than the quotation 
he has chofen to make. No; I have drawn my opinion from 
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accoucheurs of the firft refpectability, and my own obferva- 
tion. Dr. Monro was a good anatomift, but was no accou- 
cheur, as the paflage Dr. H. has given us clearly proves. 


From the triumphant manner in which Dr. H. has ufhered 
in the authority of Dr. Monro, he would feem to declare his cer- 
tainty of victory from it, for he immediately adds, ** now if the 
os tincz is within reach of the penis through every {tage of gef- 
tation, and I think it would not be eafy to evince the contrary, 
the Dr.’s argument will be found to have but little force.” 


From the above quotation, it would appear that Dr. H. has 
drawn, an inference favourable (as he fuppofes) to his opinion, 
from Dr. Monro’s ftatement of the fituation of the os tince. 
Let us examine for a moment his title to it; his pofition, if 
I comprehend him (and I fhould be forry to give a wrong in- 
terpretation to his meaning) will ftand thus ; towards the latter 
periods of pregnancy the os tince ‘ forms a broad flat open- 
ing,” which gradually becomes wider; xow, as it grows broad 
and flat towards the later periods of geftation, it cannot be 
out of the reach of the penis. I will afk if this be logic? 
So great a ftickler for logical precifion as Dr. H. fhould 
have been careful how he departed from it fo widely. 


Has not Dr. H afferted rather much when he fays, * this 
aflertion (pregnant women feeling pleafure) is certainly contra- 
dicted, by the experience of a// whofe marriages have been 
fruitful.” Has Dr. H. examined any kind of proportion of 
thofe «* whofe marriage has been fruitful?” And becaufe « it 
is pointedly and unequivocally contradicted by analogy” in the 
Dr.’s opinion, as ‘ all brute females” have & an irreconcilable 
averfion during pregnancy, to the embraces of their males,” 
does it follow it cannot obtain in the human female? Is fhe 
not entitled to her peculiarities as well as the brute? « In 
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thefe,” fays the Dr. ‘impregnation feems completely to fuf- 
pend, for a time, the venereal fenfibllity.” 


Thus, then, Dr. H.’s analogy will not bear him out in the 
moft material circumftances, and were we to reduce his ana- 
logy to fylegifm it would or ought to ftand thus; in the brute 
the venereal appetite recurs at ftated periods, and if it be- 
comes prolific at this time, its venereal appetite ceafes; there- 
fore the human female muft obey the fame law. “ What kind 
of philofophy is this I befeech the do€tor ? Has he learned this 
mode of reafoning from Lord Bacon or from Sir Ifaac Newton ! 
{ imagine not.” Now, the Dr. admits, in the brute the vene- 
real appetite is fufpended, or in other words, “ the brute fe- 
male has an irreconcilable averfion, during geftation, to the 
embraces of the male ;” we will go farther and fay they very 
rarely admit them. But does this happen with the human fe- 
male ? Does: fhe not admit of the embraces of the male? She 
certainly has no.“ irreconcilable averfion” from this caufe to 
conjugal enjoyment. And does fhe not when fhe admits of 
this, even agreeably to the fentiment of Dr. H, feel fome plea- 
fure ? Does Dr. H. not exprefsly declare, p. 106, he * would 
not be underftood, as denying that women may have confider- 
able enjoyment from. fexual intercourfe ; as it * is perfectly 
agreeable to his own obfervations *’ What analogy then fub- 
fifts between the brute and human female in this particular? 
Not the moit remote. 


With refpe&t to what Dr. H. urges in p. 109, refpecting the 
ienfibility of the os tincz, and his comparifon of it with the 
extremities.of the fingers and point of the tongue, I could fay 
much, but as every thing we know on this fubject may not be 
fit for a difcufhon like the prefent, which is to meet the pub- 
lic eye, Ifhall pafs it over in filence, pledging myfelf, that, 
fhould Dr. H. think the topic worthy a future confideration, 

















Dewees, in Anfwer to Dr. Harrifon. 169 


I will freely enter into it by a private correfpondence, wherein 
I can be more explicit, and perhaps more fatisfa¢ctory. 


I have urged that ‘ the os tince having no fixed place in 
the pelvis, 1s by no means well fituated to receive the reite- 
rated fri€tions of the penis ;” to which Dr. H. fomewhat {mart- 
ly demands, “ how” I would “ have it placed, in order to be 
better fituated for this purpofe, than it really is.” ‘ Sup- 
pofe,” continues he, “ its fituation within the pelvis is quite 
uncertain, is it therefore uncertain whether it is within the va- 
gina? No, Sir, and in the venereal congrefs, the penis, I fup- 
pofe, has no concern any where elfe.” From the above quef- 
tion and remark of Dr. H. I fhould conclude he had never 
paid much attention to the fubject of midwifery, or he could 
certainly never have confounded fo grofsly the vagina with 
the cavity of the pelvis. He would make it appear that the 
vagina comprehended all the fpace between the os externum 
and the uterus, let the latter be fituated where it may; a li- 
mit, not authorized by anatomy or phyfiology. 


But were we to give Dr. H. all the latitude he requires for 
his boundaries, it would not ferve his purpofe ; fince it can be 
readily proven, that the os tincz may be fo fituated, even in 
the vagina, that the *¢ velvet-like head of the penis,” cannot 
come in conta¢t with it. 


Dionis,* regards as one caufe of barrennefs the deviation of 
the os tince from the centre of the vagina, as he, as well as 
Dr. H1. fuppofed appofition neceflary to fecundation; he fays 
‘or the internal orifice not placed direétly againft the exter- 
nal or vagina, but turned fome way afide, fo that the feed can- 
not be darted into it in a ftraight line, and confequently can- 
not get into the womb.” And in p. 61, of the fame chapter, 
in {peaking of the cure of barrennefs, he fays it may be re- 


* Page 60, chap. vii. 
Vor. IV. 7. 
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medied when depending on this caufe, by ordering the wo- 
man, in the venereal aét, to incline to the right or left fide, as 
the mouth of the womb is turned ; and if it fronts to the in- 
teftinum rectum, by ufing the pofture of brutes.” 


ss Si Porifice interne de la matrice,” fays Mauriceau,* eft 
fitue et regarde en deffons, ou 4 cote, on y pourra en quelque 
facon remedier, en faifant obferver & la femme dans /’action 
du coit, une fituation par laquelle la femence de ’homme 
. A fe 4 ; 9” 
puiffe etre ejaculee vers cet orifice. 


«© The uterus has no abfolutely determined fituation, and 
takes, as we may fay, a. new one every inftant. Sometimes it 
is lower or higher ; fometimes it is inclined towards the fa- 
crum or towards the pubes, and at other times to one of the 
fides.”——Baudelocque, page 156. 


The deviations juft fpoken of, are not lefs remarkable in the 
impregnated uterus, thaninthe unimpregnated, as one of thethree 
obliquities, almoft without exception prevails. ‘This muft ne- 
ceflarily carry the os tince in a direction oppolite to its fundus, 
confequently, cannot correfpond with the axis of the vagina ; 
this obliquity is frequently fo great, that we cannot by any 
moderate endeavour touch the mouth of the uterus, until we 
have corrected the deviation, by obliging the woman to take a 
fituation favourable to reftore the fundus of ‘the uterus to the 
axis of the pelvis. So extenfive is this departure of the os tin- 
cz from the axis of the pelvis, that in fome cafes the head of 
the child has efcaped the os externum, covered with the uterus,+ 
and I am tempted to believe, that fome of the cafes reported, 
of the uterus having no os tincz, and where cutting inftruments 
have been employed to make an artificial one for the foetus to 


* Liv. i, page 6r. 
+ Baudelocque, Levret, Kc, 
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efcape through, have been nothing but extreme obliquities of 
this organ. 


From what has juft been faid, I think I have made it appear, 
firft, that the os tincz has no certain deftination in the vagina, 
as it may be on either fide or behind ; fecondly, that in the im- 
pregnated {tate of the uterus, it is intirely out of the vagina, and 
at the fuperior ftrait of the pelvis ; and thirdly, that its fiiuation 
in the laft months of pregnancy is fo variable, that nothing but 
determining the nature of the obliquity of the uterus could lead 
us to a knowledge where it fhould be found; and even when 
that is afcertained, a great deal of trouble is frequently experi- 
enced before the finger can be made to reach it; nay, many 
times I have been obliged to allow the labour to advance con- 
fiderably, before the os tincz could be touched. 


Dr. H. p. 109, fuppofes the fole purpofe of the projection of 
the os uteri into the vagina, is to receive the friction of the 
penis, and thus (I truft, he means) to afford pleafure; I con- 
ceive the neck of the uterus is deftined for much more im- 
portant objects; firft, for an outlet from the uterus, fecondly, 
as an abutment for the body and fundus when impregnated ; 
and thirdly, to furnifh all the room the foetus enjoys after the 
feventh month of pregnancy. If it were for the mere bufinefs 
of pleafure, why does it not conftantly maintain the intention of 
its formation, or why does its form undergo, fuch gradual, 
invariable, and important changes? Why was the bufinefs 
of fexual enjoyment intrufted to a thing fo verfatile in fhape, 
and fituation, 


I fhall not notice Dr H.’s queftion refpe€ting the intention 
for which the os tincze was touched “an hundred and an hun- 
dred times,” for reafons I have juft affigned in another place, 
where nearly the fame object was involved ; nor advert to his 


mode of getting over the fhape of the os tincx, for fimilar 
reafons. 
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Dr. H. p. 113, obferves, * Although we are not bound to 
maintain that pleafure takes place in every prolific congrefs, yet 
we beg leave to notice the proofs again{t this doctrine, which 
the Doctor has adduced from the Abbe Spallanzani. The 
firft is taken from the bitch; in which cafe impregnation was 
effected by means of a fyringe; but was this done at a time 
when the bitch was indifferent, or averfe to the embraces of 
the male? no.—Spallanzani was too well enlightened on this 
fubject, to expect he could effeft impregnation at any other 
time, than when the bitch was hot.” | would afk Dr. H. what 
proof he has, that a bitch or any other animal cannot be im- 
pregnated but when willing to receive the male? Does he 
know of any experiments which puts this matter out of doubt? 
Has it not been rather an aflumed principle, that animals can 
only be impregnated when in feafon as it is termed? Does 
not this being in feafon rather prove the difpofition to venery, 
than the capacity for fecundation ? May not an animal have 
the capacity without the inclination ? It is, I know, generally 
admitted, that animals conceive but at this time, and it is 
afcertained, that they do become prolific at this period ; it was 
therefore chofen by Spallanzani, as being as he fuppofed the 
moft favourable condition for his new experiment; but this 
by no means proves, that no other time will do. 


«¢ But is it certain,” afks Dr. H. a little farther on * that the 
ftimulus of the injected femen produced no pleafurable fenfa- 
tions, efpecially when the genital organs were in a condition to 
receive with facility the impreflion of that ftimulus ?” I anfwer 
itis by no means certain that pleafure did not take place, nor 
is it material to the point in queftion, fince it will go no way 
to ftrengthen Dr. H.’s hypothefis ; for he infifts, that impregna- 
tion cannot take place without the venereal orgafm, and that 
this cannot take place without an irritation, produced by the 
velvet like head of the penis, againft the extremely fenfible os 
tince. Dr. H. therefore makes venereal orgafm as much a 
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fine qua non, as the male femen. Dr. H. has endeavoured to 
obviate this, by fuppofing the venereal orgafm to be always pre- 
fent when the animal is in heat, but as he has no proof of this, 
but what he derives from this being the ufual feafon for pro- 
creation, I muft not allow him this fubterfuge. 


Becaufe an animal has venereal appetite, muft it alfo have 
that condition termed venereal orgafm, that is fo effential to 
fecundation, agreeably to the opinion of Dr H.? Does 
he not confound here his own diftin€tions? In the human 
female, he makes it the refult of irritation ; in the brute, either 
the caufe or confequence of venereal appetite. If it be the 
caufe of venereal appetite, it may exift independently of it; 
therefore if this moment be feized, the animal may be im- 
pregnated without venereal appetite ; if it be the confequence 
of venereal appetite, the ultimate effect of venereal gratification 
arrives previous to its employment 


Dr. H. p. 115, fays © but that pleafure accompanies a pro- 
liic intercourfe of the fexes, the Doctor attempts farther to 
difprove from Spallanzani’s account of the manner in which 
newts and frogs procreate.” 
quotation, or at leaft of wrong conftru¢tion ; I have faid ‘that 
with other animals, fuch as the dog, frog, newt, &c. on which 
the ingenious and accurate Spallanzani experimented, pleafure 
or-venereal contact were not neceflary,” &c. ‘To this Dr. H. 
obferves, ‘“*I have not the work itfelf of Spallanzani, but in 
Duncan’s account of it, which I have, it is ftated that the 
‘embraces of the male begin, before the exclufion of the eggs 
commences ; and that during the difcharge of the eggs, the 
agitation and croaking both of the male and female were very 
remarkable.’ It is fairly deducible then, from this teftimony 
of Spallanzani, that fenfations of ome kind accompany the co- 
pulations even of frogs; and if fo, the inference Dr. Dewees 
would wifh to be made from it, is not warrantable.” 


This is another inftance of wrong 
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I have wifhed no inference drawn whatever from this faét, 
as it came not within the range of my inquiry; and how Dr. 
H. came to choofe this obfervation, I am at a lofs to determine, 
unlefs he conceived it fuited his opinion, and militated againft 
mine ; for I have exprefsly declared, in the experiments | had 
reference to, pleafure or ‘ venereal contact, were not neceffa- 
ry.” Dr. H. in even Duncan’s account of Spallanzani, could 
eafily have found to what experiments of the Italian profeffor, 
I alluded, for he fays, p. 145. Comment. for 1786, «The fub- 
ject of the fecond differtation, is the artificial fecundation of 
certain animals” He then in a fuccinét manner, relates the 
Abbe’s experiments on « the terreftrial toad with red eyes, and 
dorfal tubercles,” in the following words, ‘he (Spallanzani} fe- 
parated a female of this fpecies of animal from the male, 
when, from the {welling of her belly, there was reafon to fup- 
pofe that the expulfion of the cords containing the ova would 
foon follow. In a few hours, after the female had been placed 
by herfelf, in a veffel full of water, the cords began to appear. 
When about a foot was excluded, he cut it off. He left one 
half in the veffel, and took out the other in order to wet it 
with femen he had procured from the male, that had been fe- 
parated from the female, and which he had put into a watch 
glafs. ‘This liquor he fpread with a pencil on the cord, which 
after this operation, was placed in a veflel of the fame water as 
that in which the unimpregnated lay. For five days he could 
perceive no apparent difference between the impregnated and 
the unimpregnated portions. But on the fixth, he began to 
conceive hopes that the application of the feminal liquor had 
not been ineffectual. For then many of the tadpoles, in the 
portion which had been artificially impregnated, began to 
affume an elongated figure. On the feventh day, with manifeft 
elongation, there was vifible increafe of bulk. On the eleventh, 
he perceived them moving in the amnion; and on the thir- 
teenth, they quitted their membranes and {wam about the wa- 
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ter. On the other hand, the unimpregnated tadpoles began to 
corrupt, and foon turned putrid.” 


I have chofen to make this extraé&t from the work which Dr. 
H. acknowledges to be in his poffeflion, to prove, he either has 
mifunderftood me, or did not read Duncan’s account with 
fufficient care. 


Dr. H. p. 117, afksif the ‘ following would be regarded as 
good logic? ‘There are a few extraordinary cafes in which 
impregnation is faid to have been effeéted, without the intro- 
duétion of the penis into the vagina: thefe cafes, therefore 
¢furnifh moft unequivocally the following conclufion.’ The 
introduction of the penis into the vagina in order to impregna- 
tion, was a ufelefs and unneceflary provifion of nature.”—No, 
it would not, but the following I think would. Cafes of im- 
pregnation have occurred where it was phyfically impoflible, 
and others where the penis never was introduced into the va- 
gina; therefore, the introduction of the penis as far as regards 
impregnation alone, is not efential. In making the intro- 
duction of the penis, not efential to generation, we mean not 
to deny the convenience, or the pleafure refulting from it ; 
pleafure we look upon as the incentive to procreation, and it 
has been wifely ordered it fhould be imperious ; it muft there- 
fore be regarded as a motive to fexual intercourfe, but not 
an effential to impregnation. 


It is pleafant to have it in our power, to obtain facts every 
way ferving our purpofe, from thofe who entertain fentiments 
very oppofite to our own; I have this gratification in reading 
old Dionis, who feemed never to entertain a doubt, but that 
the femen muft be projected from the penis into the uterus, 
that impregnation may take place. I fhall therefore, the more 
readily tranfcribe it. ‘I have known fome maids, who to 
their forrow, have experienced the truth of what I advance ;* 


; *In order to underftand to what he alludes, 1 will give his ideas on the fub- 
jeét of the femen. “The moment that a man emits the two firft drops of the 
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for not having permitted their gallants to enter their bodies, 
or emit, but betwixt their thighs only, left they fhould prove 
with child, they thought themfelves very fecure ; but after- 
wards found, that they were maids with big belles, a thing not 
fo very hard to be concerved as fome imagine.” Dionis p. 78. 








Cafe of Debility followed by an Inflammation of the Stomach and 


Inteflines, terminating in immediate Death. Communicated by 
J.C. Rousszavu, M. D. 


Sir, 
S the cafe that I am going to communicate, is of 
tare occurrence, it will not probably be unacceptable to 
your readers. I will relate it as briefly as poflible, fo that it 


will, I hope, be at any rate, worth the time fpent in reading it. 


On the 11th of May laft, I was defired to vifit J. B. D. a na- 
tive of the Weft Indies, aged about 45. He had kept his bed 
for a few days and complained of an extreme debility, 
efpecially in his lower extremities, which refufed entirely to 
fupport his body, he falling to the ground as foon as he 
attempted to ftand up. He complained of a lofs of appetite, 
and was troubled now and then, with a fingultus. His pulfe 
was natural, but rather weak ; the heat of his body, his coun- 


feed, that is, the moft fubtile and fpirituous parts of it, are thrown and darted into 
the womb, while the groffer and thicker ones move heavily along the yard, in 4 
drivelling manner, and are lodged in the vagina.” p. 78. 


We need not fay how chimerical this is; being acquainted with facts which 
forced him to admit, that neither the penis nor femen entered the vagina, and yet’ 
the woman conceived, he was obliged to have recourfe to his imagination ; this 


furnifhed him with the two drops of femen that are firft ejetted. 
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tenance, and every thing elfe about him was natural; in fhort, 
nothing indicated the exiftence of any difeafe. I prefcribed, 


R, Spir. Vitr. dulcis, 
Aque fontis, aa. cochlear. minim. 
Sumat ter quotid. dum fingultus adfit. 


This had the defired effect and he had no occafion to take 
more than one ounce in the courfe of three days. 


14th. Singultus has returned ; applied a fmall blifter on the 
pit of the ftomach ; obtained relief. 


16th. I was applied to by his wife, to furnifh the certificate 
of death prefcribed by the law. I could hardly believe her 
report, and unable to account for fuch a fudden death, I propof- 
ed an examination of the body, which 1 obtained. 


The outward appearance of the body prefented no marks 
of any violence or injury, exceptfome frothy mucous difcharge 
from the nofe and mouth. 


On opening the abdomen, the ftomach and {mall inteftines 
were found totally empty, exhibiting the ftrongeft mark of in- 
flammation, which extended to a portion of the peritonzum ; 
the large inteftines were natural and without any alteration ; 
all the vifcera perfectly found ; not the leaft appearance of tur- 
gefcence in the blood veffels. 


In the thorax, the lungs were found with a few adhefions to 
the pleura and pericardium, which appeared to have been of 
long ftanding, and probably the effeét of former difeafes of 
thofe parts. On opening the pericardium, the heart was 
found flaccid and extremely foft, and containing very little of 
Von. IV. Aa 
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blood: on preffing the lungs, the bloody mucous difcharge 
fpoken of above, came out by the nofe and mouth in a final] 
quantity. 


It is very remarkable that no blood appeared under the knife, 
although no precaution was taken in diffeéting the peCtoral 
mufcles, which were cut in every direction, to expedite the 
bufinefs in opening the thorax. Indeed, from this circumftance, 
and the flaccidity of the heart and blood veffels, a perfon unac- 
quainted with the particulars of the difeafe, might have fup- 
pofed, that bleeding had been done ad exitium. 


What I could colle& from his wife was this; he was, the 
day before about noon, feized with a violent chill, and fhortly 
after, complained of a burning heat in the abdominal region; 
he became delirious towards night, and died in a little time. 
She faid fhe did not fend for me, becaufe fhe was not fenfible 
of the danger at firft, and himfelf expreffed that he did not 
wifh to put me to any trouble. 


He had taken very little folid food for fome months paft, 
and drank more than ufual of teas or fweetened water. He 
drank pretty freely of {pirituous liquors at all times, previous 
to his illnefs; but I do not recolle& to have ever feen him in- 
toxicated, although } had known him for fome years. 


I fhall offer no reflexions, leaving the reader to com- 
ment upon the cafe after his own judgment and adopted 
principles, 


It offers an ample field for inquiries upon the difeafes that 
are attended with an inflammation, or preternatural rednefs 
of feveral parts of the animal economy. Is it then the effect 
of a preternatural impulfe of the blood in the part affe€ted, or 
owing to a derangement in that part, difpofing it to receive 
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more of that fluid, than it is apt to do in the healthy ftate? I 
cannot but favour the laft opinion, when I obferve, daily, cold 
and heat, pleafure and pain, fe oppofite in their nature, pro- 
duce the fame effeét, an increafe of circulation at the furface ; 
the florid hue and the burning in the ears, of timidity, attended 
with cold hands; and the emaciated ftate of confumption, 
with a burning in the extremities, &c. 


J. C. ROUSSEAU. 
J. R. Coxe, m. pb. 








Obfervations on the Effects of the Nitrous Oxide, when taken into 
the Lungs ; by James WoopnHouss, M. D. Profeffor of Chee 
mifiry in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, Sc. 


N the year 1802, I prepared a large quantity of the nitrous 

oxide or dephlogifticated air, from the nitrate of ammoniac, 

made by decompofing nitre, by the fulphate of ammoniac, 
and by adding the nitric acid to fal ammoniac. 


A great number of gentlemen, belonging to my chemical 
clafs, who intended to breath the gas, were prefent in the 
morning, when I was filling my air holders with it, and faw 
all the operations going forward. 


In the afternoon, being alone at my laboratory, at two o’clock 
the air was examined, and found to be extremely impure, 
having made ufe of too great a degree of heat, in generating it. 


Expecting the gentlemen at three o’clock, the impure air 
was thrown away, and the air holders filled with atmoipheric 
dir, 
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This air was breathed by a variety of perfons, under the im- 
preffion that it was the nitrous oxide, and the greater part of 
them were affected with quicknefs of pulfe, dizzinefs, vertigo, 
tinnitus aurium, difficulty of breathing, anxiety about the 
breaft, &c. 


The following is a letter, received from one of the gen. 
tlemen. 


«¢ The nitrous oxide produced no fenfible effect, for perhaps 
the fpace of a minute after I began to refpire it. Soon after I 
was affected with atinnitus aurium, which affected the fenfe of 
hearing, in the fame manner as water, in a ftate immediately 
preceding ebullition does. At the fame time I had a fenfation 
fimilar to that produced by {winging ; afterwards a difficulty of 
breathing gradually caine on, which at length neceflitated me 
to difcontinue the refpiration of the air. The difficulty of 
breathing and the tinnitus then foon fubfided, but the peculiar 
fenfation in my breaft, continued fome time longer, which 
was fucceeded by flight naufea, which continued fix or eight 


hours.” 


A fhort account of the effects of the atmofpheric air, was 
fent to Dr. Mitchell of New York, who publifhed it in the 
fifth volume of the Medical Repofitory. 


For many years after this, not finding the experiments of 
Mr. Humphrey Davy on this fubjeét, confirmed by other che- 
mifts, I believed that the influence of the imagination, caufed 
all the effects afcribed to the nitrous oxide. 


In the winter of 1806, having prepared a quantity of this 
gas, extremely pure, from the nitrate of ammoniac, made by 2 
dire&t combination of the nitric acid and the carbonate of 
ammoniac 3 two quarts of it were adminiftered to Mr. Henry 
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Latrobe, fourteen years of age, who breathed it in a very fair 
manner. In a minute he was moft violently affected. He 
walked up and down the laboratory with a quick ftep, eleva- 
ting his legs, then fuddenly throwing them down on the earth. 
He rubbed his hands rapidly over each other, and laughed im- 
moderately and convulfively. The tears rolled down his cheeks 
in large drops, and he frothed at the mouth. 


Witnefling thefe effects, and knowing the impoflibility of 
counterfeiting fuch fymptoms, I immediately refolved to try 
the effects of the gas, on other perfons. 


Dofes of two and four quarts, were always adminiftered. 


Mr. J. D. M*Clean upon breathing the gas, fainted and re- 
covered in about three minutes. 


Mr. George Thornton looked wild, jumped over a high 
railing, and the effect fuddenly ceafed. 


Mr. Martin raifed his hands over his head, and jumped about 
the room. 


Mr. Pope placed his arms a-kimbo, and furveyed the audi- 
ence with great contempt. 


Mr. William Barton was very much deranged. He run 
about the laboratory, bellowed like a mad bull, and ftruck at 
every perfon near him. A week after, the gas being ad- 
miniftered to him a fecond time, produced the fame effect. 
He felt an increafe of ftrength, after recovering from the effects 
of the air. 


It was with great difficulty, I could remove the mouth piece 
ef the bladder, from his mouth. 
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Mr. N. S. Allifon fainted, but recovered in a few minutes, 
Upon breathing the air feven days afterwards, the fame effed 
was produced. 


Mr. Thomas Prioleau exclaimed, ‘ I am in heaven, ye gods, 
itars, comets, meteors, Mahomet’s a jackafs, the Elyfian fields 
are hell compared with this,” and then fainted. 


Mr. Robert Patterfon was affected with violent laughter. 

Mr. Samuel Jackfon in the fame manner, 

Mr. Peter Curtis laughed very heartily. 

A week after, having a large air holder, filled with atmofphe- 
ric air, ftanding along fide of two others containing nitrous 


oxide, the atmofpheric air was given to him, but it produced ne 


effect. 


Mr Gerard Snowden fainted, but foon recovered. 
Mr. William Handy laughed and fainted. 


Mr. William Tyler fainted, and recovered in four minutes. 
Seven days after, breathing the air a fecond time, the fame effect 


was produced. 


Mr. Cornelius Dupont laughed and fainted. 


Baron John de Bretton experienced pleafurable fenfations. 


Mr. Benjamin Kugler laughed ; upon giving him atmofphe- 
ric air a week afterwards, he was not affected. 


Mr. Thomas Lewis was much enraged. He caught me by 
the collar, pulled at my cravat, tore my coat, ran about the 
room, and ftruck at every perfon near him. | 
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Mr. Evans breathed atmofpheric air ; it produced no effec. 


Mr. Wheaton after taking four quarts of the nitrous oxide 
into his lungs, was beginning to be affected: he cried out in 
avery rapid manner, “ give me another bottle, give me another 
bottle.” 


The gas was tried upon fifteen other perfons, without pro- 
ducing any effect. Some of them breathed it in a very fair 
manner: others were much frightened, and mixed it with the 
air of the atmofphere. 


I am now perfectly convinced, the gas produces all the 
effects afcribed to it, by the juftly celebrated Mr. Humphrey 
Davy, who firft took it into his lungs; and I am happy in 
having this opportunity, of confirming his experiments. 








An Account of the Influenza, as it appeared in Philadelphia ; by 
Joun C. Orro, m. D. of Philadelphia. 


HE weather, during the fummer has been uncommonly 

mild, the atmofphere damp and the rains very frequent ; 
but I have not learned by precife meafurement the number of 
inches that fell. Nothing unufual was obferved in the appear- 
ance of our difeafes, except that in July, an ophthalmia affected 
fo many perfons as to conftitute quite an epidemic; it yielded 
however to the remedies that are employed for that complaint. 
The public papers conveyed to us the information that towards 
the latter end of that month the influenza was very prevalent in 


the city of New-York ; and in the beginning of Auguft it com-. 
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menced its career with us. Some imagined that the ophthalmia 
was the form under which this epidemic had attacked fome 
perfons, or that thofe who had been previoufly affected in that 
manner would be exempt from the influeuza, but experience 
has fhewn the fallacy of the fuppofition. It began in ordinary 
with the ufual fymptoms of a common catarrh, fuch as chilli- 
nefs, laflitude, hoarfenefs, cough, fulnefs and pain in the head 
and cheft, followed by fever of an inflammatory type. ‘The 
chillinefs often alternated with flufhes of heat, and was accom- 
panied by a defire to approach the fire or to have an unufual 
quantity of clothes on the bed ; this ftate when the difeafe was 
mild, often continued during its courfe ; but in the more violent 
attacks it merely ufhered in the other fymptoms. ‘The head 
was very uniformly affected with pain, and fometimes to a great 
degree ; at others it principally occurred during coughing ; the 
feat of it was various, but it was moft ordinarily confined to 
the frontal finufes: delirium attended a few cafes, and in one 
inftance that came under my notice, a complete derangement 
of mind took place. Drowfinefs was rare, and was principally 
confined to children: the reverfe was much more frequent, many 
perfons being troubled with a conftant inquietude and inabi- 
lity to fleep; vertigo fometimes occurred, and I think that 
women were rather more fubject to it than men. Sneezing, and 
a confiderable difcharge from the nofe were very common ; but 
thefe fymptoms were not fo frequent as J have feen them, when 
the influenza prevailed formerly. In thefe cafes, when the 
fecretion was profufe, the head was relieved, and when the 
principal force of the difeafe fell on it, and not on the cheft, 
it terminated fooneft. ‘The eyes were fometimes brilliant, red, 
and watery, ocafionally fhedding tears as is ufual in the 
meafles ; and when much affected they were extremely fenfible 
to the light. The tongue was generally moift and white, the 
countenance fometimes flufhed, and the face a little fwelled. 
Hoarfenefs was a frequent fymptom, but that which was by 
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far the moft diftrefling and uniform attendant, was the cough, 
which often kept the patient in a ftate of conftant uneafinefs ; 


by its repetition it prevented fleep and renewed the pain in the 
head and cheft. It was often moift even in the commence- 
ment of the difeafe, without expectoration; towards the de- 
cline, the difcharge from the lungs of an opaque mucus, that 
often took place, gave relief: in fome it was dry and very pain- 
ful, as happens in the beginning of pleurify. During the 
evening and night, its frequency, when not checked by opiates 
was the greateft, although the pofition of the body was not al- 
tered; it being always the moit fevere in a ftate of recumbency : 
in the advanced itage of violent cafes, when it was fafe to ad- 
minifter anodynes, it became moft troublefome early in the 
morning, until the fecretion in the lungs during the night had 
been difcharged. In fome it was occafionally convulfive, as 
in hooping-cough, and like it, was fometimes followed by a 
difcharge of the contents of the ftomach, more efpecially in 
children. ‘This diftrefling fymptom often remained weeks af- 
ter the violence of the difeafe was removed, and upon flight 
expofure, was apt to be increafed. ‘The breaft in many cafes 
was extremely fore, and patients often complained that it was 
“as raw as beef,” and endeavoured to reprefs coughing from 
the acute fenfation it occafioned, being different from the lanci- 
nating pains in the fides and fhoulders, that occurred in thofe 
éafes where the difeafe afflumed the more complete form of 
pneumonia. ‘The breathing was often laborious, appearing in 
children, in fome inftances like what occurs in cynanche tra- 
chealis ; in grown people, fometimes painful, as takes place in 
pleurify ; while in the more advanced, it was frequently attend- 
ed with that difficulty that exifts in pneumonia notha, the form 
in which it occafionally attacked them, efpecially when it was 
fatal. The limbs and back were fometimes as much affected 
with pain, as is ufual in our autumnal fevers ; and a diftrefling 


cold clammy fweat often.occured in the beginning of the dif- 
Vor. IV. Bb 
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eafe, without producing the leaft mitigation, although it was 
frequently profufe. 


The fever evidently remitted, was generally worfe in the 
evening and night, and often was attended with a gentle per- 
fpiration in the morning. ‘The pulfe was generally frequent, 
full, and fometimes hard. ‘The fkin was often dry; naufea 
fometimes occurred, and a very general difinclination from 
food. I faw but one cafe in which there was any diarrhoea, 
and that was in a lady far advanced in pregnancy ; a coftive- 
nefs frequently attended ; in two inftances, an eruption like 
a rafh, was diffufed over the whole perfon. _ I vifited a lady, 
who was ina gentle perfpiration with comfortable feelings, 
but fuppofing the lamp would go out, arofe to trim it; upon 
getting into bed, fhe found the perfpiration checked, and was 
confined feveral hours to a fitting poiture, being unable to move 
without experiencing the moft excruciating pain in her fide 
and fhoulder. The circumftance took place in two others 


without this expofure. Although the influenza generally af- 
fumed nearly the fame fet of fymptoms in the different fubjeéts, 
varying only in grade ; it was diffufed too extenfively not to ad- 


mit of fome variety of appearance, according to the various 
predifpofitions of thofe attacked. Perfons who were liable to 
gout in the head, afthma, or affections of the breaft, had a re- 
newal of their former feelings, upon being affected by the in- 
fluenza; and I attended an adult who had once been on the 
verge of the grave from a violent {pafmodic affection of the tra- 
chea, that was brought nearly to the fame condition by this 
complaint: From indifcretion, and a change of the temperature 
of the atmofphere about the height of the difeafe, fome perfons 
relapfed, and had not only a return of the cough, but had their 
lives endangered. 


No particular defcription of perfons or profeflions appeared 
to be efpecially affected ; but children commonly had it milder, 
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and were more liable to be exempt ; I however vifited fome in 
early infancy, and others in the much dreaded form of cynan- 
che trachealis. In many inftances it attacked people confined 
to their houfes, and even beds, with other compiaints. 


It commenced in the beginning of Auguft; the new cafes 
diminifhed rapidly after the third week, and few occurred 
after the fifth ; and from the moft correét information I could 
collect, I am induced to believe that not more than one feventh, 
if fo large a portion, of the population efcaped. 


The duration of the difeafe varied much with its force, and 
the medical treatment ; in general it lafted two or three days, 
and very rarely was prolonged to a week, unlefs it was attended 
by a very unufual determination to the brain or uncommonly 
violent fymptoms of pleurify; but after it had apparently ter- 
minated, fome unpleafant feelings, and difcharge:from the nofe, 
or cough, would continue feveral days longer; and this laft 
fymptom fometimes two or three weeks. ‘Thoufands were fo 
llightly affected as not to be in the leaft interrupted in their 
ufual occupations ; and the generality of perfons required very 
little medical treatment and received none, except occafionally 
a few domeftic remedies, the moft popular of which were caf- 
tor oil, and producing perfpiration by taking fome warm tea 
and bathing the feet. A rigid abftinence from animal food, 
foups, and f{timulating drinks ; warm clothing, a brifk cathartic 
or two, and confinement to the houfe, which laft direction was 
rarely fubmitted to, by thofe who were able to go abroad, were 
ali that were requifite in moft cafes. In others, the difeafe 
affumed a more ferious afpeét, and required the prompt ufe of 
active remedies. 


Bleeding was ordered to a majority of the perfons, whom [ 
was exprefsly called to vifit, and fometimes the operation was 
repeated two.or three times, and in a very few cafes to four o1 
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five, where violent {ymptoms of pleurify or great determination 
to the brain occurred. In addition to venefection, cup- 
ping was employed with great advantage to an aged man, who 
was threatened with apoplexy. This remedy was ufed as long 
as the full and active pulfe and fymptoms of inflammation re- 
mained unfubdued; in the aged, when pneumonia notha 
threatened, bleeding was required, although the pulfe was often 
but little altered. ‘The lofs of blood was very generally followed 
by a diminution of the fever, and great relief in the head and 
breaft ; in the advanced ftate of pregnancy its good effects were 
uniformly difcovered in a fhort time, very often before the ope- 
ration was finifhed. During the firft days of the complaint, 
the blood was rarely fizy, but in violent cafes, and after the 
difeafe had continued fome time, it pretty frequently exhibited 
this appearance, and was occafionally much cupped, efpecially 
where bleeding had been improperly delayed. ‘The ferum was 
generally yellow, and the craflamentum denfe, often finking to 
the bottom of the veffel, 


Purces, were found of great fervicein keeping down the 
phlogiftic diathefis of the fyftem; and where the head rather 
than the breaft was affected, they were of peculiar benefit. I have 
known many perfons with confiderable fever, and fo unwell as 
to be induced to confine themfelves to their beds, to be com- 
pletely cured in fix and thirty hours by the brifk operation of a 
purge fix or eight times, The difcharges were often of a dark 
colour. 


Emetics. When the difeafe was not violent, and affected the 
breaft chiefly, or after the inflammatory action was principally 
fubdued, and the cough was troublefome and moift, and the 


breaft opprefled with phlegm, | found emetics to be of great 


advantage. Their operation when plentiful, was generally 
followed by much relief of pain, and in breathing ; and where 
adyanced pregnancy did not forbid their ufe, they were admi- 
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niftered pretty frequently, efpecially to young children, whofe 
{ymptoms often indicated a {trong tendency to cynanche tra- 
chealis. 


ANTIMONIAL DrapHoretics, were likewife given to- 
wards the decline of the difeafe in violent cafes, and fome- 
times in the beginning of mild ones; and after a general 
warm per{piration commenced, the feelings were rendered 
more comfortable, and the fever diminifhed. A profufe fweat 
for eight or ten hoursin the forming ftate of the complaint, 
often completely removed it. 


BLISTERS, were not employed except where the difeafe af- 
fumed the form of pleurify, or where the determination to the 
head was very great; in thefe cafes they anfwered the expec¢ta- 
tion formed of them. When applied to the fide, they relieved 
pain and promoted expectoration. 


Opiates, appeared to be indifpenfible to allay the cough- 
ing, and procure fleep; and were freely adminiftered at bed-time, 
whenever the inflammatory fymptoms were fufliciently fubdued 
to admit of them. A troublefome cough with a trifling expec- 
toration, frequently remained after the other fymptoms had 
difappeared, for which I gave with evident advantage, a table- 
{poonful of the following mixture every three or four hours, 
varying the antimonial wine and tincture of opium according 
to circumftances. 


RB. Suc. glycyr. 3ifs. 
Gum, Arab. 3ifs. 
Vin. Antimon, 3 lj. 
Tinét. opii gtt. XxX. 
Aq. bullient. Zvi M. 


Demulcent drinks, as flaxfeed tea fweetened with honey or 
fugar, to which lime juice was added; barley water or bran 
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tea, were adminiftered plentifully. and were ordered to. be drank 
gently warm ; for cold drinks as is ufual in pectoral affections 
excited coughing : the moft rigid abitinence was enjoined. 


In no inftance did I vifit a patient to whom I conceived it 
necefiary to adminifter tonics. 


The mortality was exceedingly fmall compared with the 
number attacked, and was principally confined to aged people, 
invalids, and perfons of confumptive habits ; but fromthe parts 
principally affected, it is prefumable its confequences will not 
be fo flight, and that a foundation will be laid in many of a 
ferious difeafe in the chett. 


Many, who had fuffered neither long nor feverely by the in- 
fluenza, complained of an unaccountable weaknefs, even when 
no depleting remedies had been ufed, and the difeafe been per- 
mitted to take its courfe ; the fame was obferved in others who 
had been fubjeéted to medical treatment. The appetite often 
remained impaired, days, and fometimes weeks, after the dif- 
eafe had entirely left them ,; and convalefcence was rarely dif- 
tinguifhed by that ftrong defire for food that accompanies re- 
covery from our autumnal fevers. 


trees 
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The ancients, referred the caufe of epidemics to a certain 
fomething in the atmofphere, which is not difcoverable by our 
fenfes, but which, like the great caufe of all things, fhews its 
exiftence and agency by its effects The more moderns, en- 
deavoured to be more precife, and afcribed it to the conjunction 
of planets, or to mineral exhalations from the bowels of the 
earth ; this was merely fubftituting for one conjecture, another 
equally vague. Nor have the phyficians of the prefent day, 
with all the aid of modern chemiftry, been abie to develop 
principles that have led to correct opinions of the caufe of 
this and many other epidemics; and I regret it is not in my 
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power to furnifh any thing more certain. It appears from the 
various hiftories of the influenza upon record, that it has no 
connexion with the fenfible qualities of the air, for it has oc- 
eurred in every climate, feafon of the year, and temperature of 
weather, and without being materially altered in its fymptoms. 
No difeafe in the annals of medicine has fpread fo widely and 
rapidly as this, for it has often vifited Europe and America, and 
moft probably diffufed itfelf over the whole world. Two 
opinions divide the medical profeflion with refpect to its pro- 
pagation ; fome, from the rapid manner in which it fpreads, 
rarely continuing in any city however large beyond four or 
five weeks, have referred its diffufion to fome unknown epi- 
demical conftitution of the air, which produces the difeafe in 
all attacked ; while others, afcribe it to a fecreted animal poi- 
fon that emanates from the fick, and through the medium of 
the atmofphere creates a fimilar diforder in the well. This 
opinion I am inclined to embrace. Philadelphia was attacked 
very generally, many days before there was a proportional 
number of fick in the adjacent counties, more particularly in 
thofe diftriéts that had but little communication with it, al- 
though they muft have breathed the fame atmofphere. Large 
cities appear to be points from which it {preads in every direc- 
tion, regulated in fome meafure by the intercourfe with them ; 
and the towns on the great poft roads that are much travelled, 
fuffered earlier than the furrounding country ‘The rapidity 
with which the difeafe fpreads, arifes from the mild form in 
which it generally appears, permitting perfons to attend to 
their ufual occupations, while there is no dread of it, to prevent 
the ufual communication between the people. Thefe facts 
however, are not fuiliciently clearly eftablifhed to remove all 
doubts from my mind upon this fubject. 


Intermittents and dyfenteries both in the city and country, 
followed clofely the foot{teps of the influenza. 


Philadelphia, September, 16th, 1807. 
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Cafe of Chorea Sanéti Viti ; communicated by Dr. Maxwe.r 
M‘DowELL. 


York, Auguft Vt, 1807. 
SIR, 


OUR “«obfervations on Chorea Sanéti Viti, with a new 

theory of the difeafe.” Medical Repofitory, Hex. 2. Vol. II. 
has brought upon you a fevere, and in my opinion, unmerited 
philippic from one of our brethren acrofs the water. It could 
not have been Dr. Patterfon’s enmity to ¢heory in general, that 
occafioned his fevere remarks againft you, for you know, he 
alfo theorizes on the difeafes, and I am not able difcover an ex- 
preflion in your obfervations, on the cafe ftated by him, that 
ought to have caufed the Doctor to dip his pen in gall. 


Theory and prattice, or experience, in medical fcience have 
had their refpective advocates. They ought to be in reality 
what the French republic pretended to be, * one and indivifible.” 
‘To think,” faid the ingenious Dr. Darwin, “is to theorize ; 
and happy therefore is the patient, whofe phyfician pofleffes the 
beft theory.” That mode of theorizing, therefore, which has 
facts for its foundation, and which in its progrefs, keeps with- 
in view of collateral fa&ts for its fupport and confirmation 
ought to be diligently cultivated. Without theory there muft 
be an end of improvement in any fcience. 


Imprefled with an opinion that every fact ought to be care- 
fully noted, which can, even in a {mall degree, elucidate the 
pathology of any difeafe, I fend you the following cafe of 
chorea. It is entirely left to your own judgment, to beftow 
upon the cafe what notice you may think it merits. It goes 
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as far, perhaps, as any fingle cafe can go, to fupport your ¢/e- 
ory, that Chorea is, ‘merely a fymptomatic affection,” and, 
ss ought not to be viewed in the light of an idiopathic difeafe.” 


David SHETRONE, beft known in this country by the name 
of «¢ Lame Davy,” when three years of age was feized with a dif- 
eafe in his left thigh, (probably a white {welling of the knee,) 
which from that time has deprived him of the ufe of the limb. 
His leg is flexed fo as to form an acute angle on his thigh. 
When eight years of age, he was hopping about his father in 
the fall feafon, who was engaged in killing his winter’s meat. 
He picked up the butcher’s-knife, and almoft immediately trip- 
ped and fell with his head upon its point. The point of the 
knife {truck the right temporal bone about half an inch polte- 
rior to the external angle of the eye. The cicatrix of the 
wound is more than aninch in length. A moderate preflure 
with my finger, on the efchar, difcovered a confiderable oblong 
depreffion of the bone. He told me he arofe after the fall, and 
hopped to the door of the houfe, where he inftantly fell,—that 
his friends carried him to a bed, and that the only fign of life 
difcoverable, for three days, was, that his body retained its natu- 
ral warmth, This account he received from his parents. 
He informed me, that as foon as he had fo far recovered as to 
feel a difpofition to move his limbs, he found he could not move 
his /eft arm, which continued to be completely paralyfed for 
three weeks. It then began to perform thofe involuntary gefti- 
culations, which nofologifts have denominated chorea, and to 
this day continues to be entirely difobedient to the will. He 
is not able to recollect that he felt any head-ach, either immedi- 
ately after the accident, or at any fubfequent period. His eyes 
retain their natural appearance. But is not caufe and effect 
fo palpably connected in this cafe, that it is impoffible to aflign 
any other caufe, for the three weeks paralyfis of the left arm and 
its confequent chorea, than the injury which the brain fuftained 


from the butcher’s-knife on the right temporal bone ? 
Vor. IV. Ce 
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Davy’s exertions to procure a livelihood, under fo many 
perfonal difadvantages, indicate a confiderable independence of 
mind ; for although he has only the ufe of ove arm and one leg, 
he not only fupported himfelf, by his own induftry, but fome 
years ago he married, and his family now confifts of a wife 
and five children. ‘The oldeft of his children is about four- 
teen years of age. When the agent, for the proprictors, was 
felling the ground about this place, that had been confidered 
acommon; Davy purchafed a lot adjoining the town, on 
which he built a houfe, the logs of which he Aewed himfelf. 
He hewed and mortifed the pofts, and prepared the rails for a 
fence to his lot. He was able, a féw years ago, to cut a cord of 
wood in a day “from the ftump ;”* and he told me this even- 
ing, that he thought he could ftill cut as much wood in the 
fame time. I have lately feen him in the att of fplitting a 
knotty piece of wood with his axe. His found leg and arm 
are on the fame fide of his body. He kept his centre of gra- 
vity in its proper place by an unaided mufcular exertion, and 
his accurately directed blows, appeared very little inferior, either 
in force or effect, to thofe of moft men, who enjoy a perfect 
ufe of all their limbs. The ftrokes of his axe, it is true, were 


not in as qu.ck fucceflion as if it had been wielded by two 
arms. 


In. travelling, Davy makes ufe of a crutch, and while he 
is thus exetcifing his locomotive powers, his /eft arm is con- 
{tantly performing a variety of curious gefticulations. Some- 
times the arm is fuddenly elevated nearly to an horizontal po- 
fition, from which, it is as fuddenly removed, by a contrary 
mufcular action, while the flexors, extenfors, adduétors and 
abductors, are forcing his fingers into a variety of motions, in 
rapid fucceflion. When his body is at reft, the choreatic arm 
is alio at re{t; but he fays, even when he is fitting quietly at 


_home, if. a ftranger fteps into his houfe, his arm becomes af- 


. * An expreffion ufed by farmers to denote the felling of trees, as well as cut- 
ting them into cord weod. 
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fected with chorea, or to ufe his own language ‘fhe won’t be 
quiet.” Does it not prove that a difeafed brain is the cau/e of 
chorea, when we find that a circumftance which difturbs the 
mind, brings on a repetition of that fingular * fymptomatic 
affection ?” 


Davy fays he is now in the fiftieth year of his age; and 
whether his chorea at this time, after a lapfe of forty-two years, 
is the effect of habit or a continued chronic ftate of hydroce- 
phalus, I will leave to abler pathologifts to determine. 


If an opportunity fhould offer, for examining the ftate of 
Davy’s brain, I will moft gladly embrace it. 


With due refpe&, 
I remain your humble fervant, 


MAXWELL M‘DOWELL. 
JoHn RepMAN Coxs, M. D. 








Account of feveral Cafes of Chorea, Sanéti Viti; by Dr. 
T. W. SMITH. 


Loudoun County, (Vir. ) September 1ff, 1807. 
Dear Sir, 


S few cafes of the Chorea Sanéti Viti have hitherto ap- 
peared in print, and as it is a difeafe which is evident- 

ly gaining ground in this county, it may not be deemed inutile 
to tranfmit four genuine cafes, which occurred in my practice 
within two years paft. They come therefore to implore your 
perufal, and the honour of a place in the Mufeum ; or an exit 
in oblivion, according to their merit. The firft of thefe cafes 
occurred in Mr. William M*Donald, about 22 years of age, 
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very athletic conftitution, who was attacked on the 4th Sep- 
tember, 1805, with a violent bilious fever ; an intermiffion of 
which, however, was foon procured. I then advifed barks, 
folution of arfenic, ferpent. &c. to prevent a return of the fever 
which I told him for certain, would enfue in a day or two, un- 
lefs he took more medicine. He neverthelefs ob{tinately oppofed 
this admonition, and with his parents declared himfelf well. [| 
then left him with reluctance ; a quotidian intermittent follow- 
ed for fix weeks, when each paroxyf{m began to develop fymp- 
toms of chorea, while the intervals appeared for fometime free 
from complaint as ufual. ‘This transfer of excitement from 
the arterial to the nervous fyitem was very gradual and pro- 
greflive ; the fymptoms of chorea for fome time appearing on- 
ly in preternatural convulfidns of the extremities, during the 
cold ftage, and which alfo difappeared therewith on the ap- 
proach of fever. Next the ufual period of the cold ftage was 
chiefly occupied in convulfions of this kind, with very little 
fubfequent fever: and at length the cold as well as hot ftages 
became entirely abforbed in convulfive paroxyfms, which foon 
affumed the type of double quotidian, and lafted from two to 
three hours. The action of every mufcle of the body, ap- 
peared now to affociate in the produ¢tion of the moft violent 
general convulfions. ‘The trunk was wreathed to and fro, the 
countenance much diftorted, fometimes an impetuous motion 
of the eye-lids and lower jaw. A rotatory motion of the head 
was frequently very alarming, and denounced a diflocation of 
the cervical vertebre. Alternately one or both arms or legs, 
and fometimes all at once were agitated in the moft violent 
manner; and which no manual force could reftrain. A fhort, 
quick, and interrupted refpiration, with a loud and peculiar 
moaning, always accompanying a nodding motion of the head, 
was very diftrefling to {peCtators, and frequently alternated 
with the convulfions of the limbs. A finger, a hand, a foot, 
the tongue, or eye-lids, &c. were at times feparately and alter- 
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nately affeéted, and thefe latter fymptoms generally preceded 
and terminated the paroxyf{ms. During thefe fits he was moft- 
ly confined to the bed by affittants, appeared fenfible as ufual, 
and when fpoken to, would utter inarticulate anfwers. His 
pulfe was nearly natural, being increafed only by the violent 
aétion of the mufcles on the blood veffels. With thefe fymp- 
toms the paroxyfms returned with confiderable regularity for 
a fortnight, when their periods were interrupted by more fre- 
quent and promifcuous returns thereof. Their violence, howe- 
ver, was proportionably diminifhed, yet fcarce an hour in the 
day, that did not render frefh monuments of diftrefs. He, 
though much debilitated, could now walk or ride about daily, 
with a companion to prevent him from falling in every exacer- 
bation of his fymptoms. If feized in his feat, he would fome- 
times {pring inftantly to his feet, and leap, run, and dance, 
with inexpreflible agility for fome time, and frequently to a 
confiderable diftance: nay, often until his ftrength was. ex- 
haufted by excefs of mufcular action, and he funk to the 
ground under indirect debility. This had been his fituation 
three months, when I was again confulted for his relief. Dur- 
ing three weeks of which period, he was bled and purged 
every two or three days, by a quack, without effect. Having 
never before feen the chorea fancti viti, fo ftrikingly delineated, 
my curiofity frequently led me to vifit him, in order to mark 
its progrefs, although at that time I was not permitted to pre- 
feribe. His debility however, at length confining him chiefly 
within doors, he requefted to know, “if any thing could be 
done for his relief,” as he faid, he ‘was faft inclining 
towards the grave.” I anfwered, with equal difparity, that I 
hoped there could. Ithen gave him an emetic-cathartic, and 
fucceeded it by bolufes of ferri rubigo, andthe gums. _ Barks 
in a {trong deco¢tion of ferpent. virg. and Fowler’s folution ; 
blifters on the head and extremities, and a nourifhing diet. 
Shght ele&tric fhocks were frequently fent through his head 
and various other parts, and he was infulated. ‘The latter, if 
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had recourfe to in the commencement of a paroxy{m, would 
fometimes check it inftantly. Under this treatment his ftrength 
and appetite returned flowly, his convulfions became gradually 
lefs frequent, and fits more diftin@. In two months his 
his health was perfectly reftored, and his fits returned only 
once or twice a week. I gave him the nitric acid for eight or 
ten days longer, which put an end to his fymptoms, and which 
he faid, was of infinite fervice. He remained entirely free 
from complaint feveral weeks, when harveit commenced, and 
exceflive labour, ‘with the debilitating power of heat and fpirits, 
brought on a relapfe. His convuifions however, were much 
lefs frequent, and more trivial than formerly ; and which at 
Jength chiefly went off without any medicine. It has now been 
thirteen months fince his laft attack, and he has never within 
the laft fix months experienced any return, except at church, 
under the influence of the pu!pit, from whence he has gene- 
rally to be removed. His its are even at that time, mild and 
tranfient. 


The other three cafes above-mentioned were females, viz. 
Mifs E. Harper, Mifs C. Grimes, between 14 and 15 years of 
age, and Mifs Tolbert aged 8. The fymptoms in all thefe 
cafes were nearly fimilar, and briefly as follows. A conitant 
motion of the head and mouth, a lolling out the tongue, inarti- 
culate fpeech, unfteady walk, frequently fideways, and drag- 
ging one leg after them; difficulty in getting food and drink 
into their mouths, dejected countenance, fome degree of idiot- 
ifm. Inceflant pulling at their clothes and fingers, a flight 
fever with debility and pains in various parts, or, in {fhort, 
flight and conftant convulfive motions of all the mufcles of 
voluntary action through the day, andinone, all night. ‘Thefe 
patients were all cured in a few weeks {without relapfe,) by 
the treatment generally recommended in fuch cafes viz. one 
venefection, an emet. cathart. electricity, cold bath, bark, wine, 
fteel with the gums, blifters, anodines at night, equitation, &c. 
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Mifs Grimes had a menftrual difcharge for the firft time while 


under my care. 


From the caufe of the firft of thefe cafes, being evidently 
fuch as offered the utmoft violence to nature, and from the 
period of life at which the others occurred, can we for a mo- 
ment hefitate to aflign (with Dr’s. Cullen and Townfend, ; debi- 
lity, with a morbid accumulation of irritability, as the predif- 
pofing caufe of chorea? This much, however, is certain, that 
debility preceded and accompanied the convulfions in every 
cafe before mentioned. In a conftitution like M*Donald’s, 
which had perhaps, never before been pervaded by difeafe, and 
which was under the almoft inceflant ftimulus of exercife, a 
vatt fecretion and expenditure of excitability, (or fenforial pow- 
er,) it is evicient muft always be going on. If the excitement 
then became fuddenly exhaufted by exceflive action, or more 
gradually, from the abftra€tion of ftimuli by the caufes which 
induce direct debility, and the excitability ftill accumulating, 
what method muft nature purfue, in order to reduce the irk- 
fomenefs of a contirued attitude of all the mufcles fubfervient 
to ftimuli; and thereby exhauft the fuperfluous excitability ? 
Is it not an eftablifhed maxim of the animal economy, thas this 
fhall be accomplifhed by fome motion of the moving fibres 
which may be in part voluntary, and in part alfo involuntary ? 
In health, every perfon knows how foon his body or any member 
thereof, becomes fatigued with a continued attitude, and 
how eafily relieved by motion. ‘This-is not the elafticity of the 
extended mufcles exerting themfelves for relaxation, fo much 


as abfence of the flimulus of exercife, and accumulation of irri- 
tability. If therefore, a degree of debility occurs in the fyftem 
which excludes almoft intirely the ftimulus of locomotion, 
and at the fame time not countera¢ted by artificial ftimuli ; 
what muft be the effect of the confequent vaft accumulation 
of excitability? In the firft place, a flight fever frequently 
takes place, but which, without other exciting caufes, is for 





= eae 


= = 2 ge, 











EE 








200 Smith, on Chorea Sanéhi Viti. 


the moft part very inconfiderable, and the fuperabundance ot 
excitability is expended on the mufcles, and produce thofe 
involuntary twitchings, or convulfions, which chara¢terize the 
chorea fanéti viti. Is not this theory fanétioned by the reme- 
dies which we find moft fuccefsful in the cure, being tonic and 
ftimulant ? And will not a well regulated courfe of the fame, 
always prove effectual, when debility with morbid irritability 
alone isthe caufe ? Is it not further evinced by the accefflion 
of paroxy{ms, when expofed to the fedative effects of grief and 
fear, as in M‘Donald at church? Eleétricity, by f{peedily con- 
fuming this fufceptibility, prevented a paroxy{m after fymp- 
toms commenced. When a morbid increafe of irritability ap- 
pears (chiefly in the nervous fy{tem, } as in typhus, do we not 
hear our patients inceflantly complaining of fatigue, and as 
frequently in vain altering their pofition in fearch of reft. Atk 
fuch patients if their toflings and wreftlings are voluntary, 
they will reply in the negative. Solicit them to lie ftill, they 
will tell you they could as eafily reftrain the action of the fan- 
cuiferous fyftem, or evade an epileptic fit, as to remain any 
length of time quiefcent. How much more impetuous then, 
muft be the aétion of the mufcles under the influence of the 
caufe, increafed as before mentioned. 


That fublime agent of nature which gives birth to organifa- 
tion, and which ftill continues to govern and protect the laws 
of animals and vegetables in their growth and functions 
through life: that power, by which the foetus in utero is fo 
conftantly compelled to alter the pofition of its limbs, and 
thereby sot only to confolidate its fibres, but alfo in fome 
meafure to aflociate thofe actions with volition, and prepare it 
the better to enter on the wide {tage of complicated neceflity : 
‘That divine monitor in the female uterus, which, excited by 
the ftimulus of diftention, propels the living foetus when ma- 
ture, and before it materially injures the mother: That vis- 
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infita, or fupreme monarch, refiding in the mufcular fibres, 
which being awakened by the ftimulus of the refluent blood 
into the chambers of the heart, reftores vivacity and force to 
the quiefcent fyftem, as in fyncope; and which being again 
acted upon by artificial ftimuli, reftores life in fufpended ani- 
mation, as in thofe drowned, killed by electricity, &c. ‘That 
godly faculty of the human foul, which being accumulated in 
the mind of the abfent hufband or wife, by augmenting their 
affeCtions, and happinefs in meeting ; in a great meafure com- 
penfates for the pain of abfence :—This divine blefling, fufcep- 
tibility, or efficiency in the animal economy, I fay, when in 
excefs, frequently becomes the caufe of difeafe. 
Believe me dear Sir, to be 
With profound efteem, 
Your humble fervant, 


THOMAS W. SMITH. 
Dr. Joun REDMAN Coxe, 
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Obfervations on Dr. Goucu’s Remarks, on Dr. WENDELL’S 
Cafe of Worms in the Bladder. By Dr. M. WENDELL. 


New-York, September 8th, 1806. 


Sir, 


LD pares every thing like controverfy, when put 


in competition with ftatements of greater moment : 
I fhould not at this time have obtruded myfelf on your patience, 
or on the good fenfe of your numerous readers, had not fome 
“‘ curfery remarks” by Dr. Gough of Charlefton, on the cafe of 
worms in the urinary bladder, communicated to you laft 
winter, met my reading. 


My intentions were primarily, to have paffed over thefe re- 


marks in filence; but reflecting that filence would, in this in» 
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{tance at leaft, be conftrued into an acquiefcence with the 
Doétor’s opinions, of my “ being miftaken,” &c. 1 deemed it 
prudent to make a few obfervations in reply to them. 


« That truth ought always to be the obje@ of our refearches,” 
I cordially affent to ; but am of opinion, that facts with ration- 
al deductions, will have a greater tendency to eftablith princi- 
ples in fcience, than any * collifion of fentiment” whatever. 


The whole difficulty of conception relative to my explain- 
ing the manner thofe fubftances, got into the bladder, refts on 
the fuppofition, that no * ving body could perforate the colon, 
and fo fenfible an organ as the kidney, without inducin. confe- 
quences fatal to the patient, and that perhaps immediately.” 
What extraordinarily deleterious properties are attachable to 
living fubftances, that could render them fo highly and fo im- 
mediately fatal, in fimilar cafes, where inert fubftances, as pins, 
needles, hairs, &c. have been admitted with impunity, and 
expelled, by the falutary efforts of nature, without adding to 
the bills of mortality ? Indeed, are not faéts familiar, of * hard 
and fharp” fubftances having been fwallowed, and after fome 
time penetrating the coats of the ftomach; an organ, the moft 
fenfible of the abdominal vifcera, and eventually perforating 
the paries abdominis, without any fatal confequences en- 


fuing ? 


I cannot but admire the ingenuity of Dr. G. as difplayed in 
his definition of the fubftances in queftion :—* They were aot 
qorms, from the confideration of their not being poffeffed of 
life.” I will readily grant that they were not ipfo faGto, and 
de jure, worms, or animated fubftances, after their exit from 
the catheter ; but the probability is, that they were fo, previous 
to their entrance; and from the fad of their pafling through 
the {mall holes of a common fized catheter, the inference is, 
that in confequence of the ‘ clofe fqueezing” they expetien- 
ced, their vital energies having doubtlefs been exhaufted by 
their continuance in an acrimonious, and non-nutritious liquor, 
had become at once extiné by this operation ? 
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By a reference to the cafe, the Doctor will find, that his re- 
marks on the acrimonious, and non-nutritious qualities of the 
urine, are anticipated: but could not thefe worms by their irri- 
tation in the bladder, have caufed an increafed fecretion of its 
lining mucus, on which they might have tupported themfelves, 
however feeble for a fhort time ? 


It is to be hoped the Doctor will not attach credulity to me, 
when I deciare, that fo incredulous was I, as not even to credit 
their being worms, till reduced to unerring certainty, by the 
clofe ocular examination of a number of refpectable medical 
gentleman, and in two jnftances by g/afes. It is prefumable 
thefe gentlemen, having no intereft at ftake, could not be 
biaffed in their opinions. 


Dr. G. after apologizing for offering an opinion on the fub- 
ject, adduces one of the celebrated Cullen. After going 
through with the ‘extract from his firft lines,” he exultingly 
exclaims, here ‘“‘ then we have a folution of this cafe at leaft ;” 
not quite fo eafily folved, Sir,—for, from the very extract itfelf 
will I at leaft refute your inference. hefe fubftances ‘¢ take 
the form of thefe veffels (ureters ;)” admitting the diameter of 
the ureters to be “the larger the nearer the kidney,”—({till it 
cannot be denied “ that their tranfverfe fe€tion is always circu- 
lar ;” now by a reference to the cafe of Mr. D. it will be per- 
ceived, that one of thefe worms ‘“ was flat and deprefled” at 
one end, with an ‘elevated circle” near the other. Quere ? 
What part of the ureter could this have derived its form from ? 


The Doctor may reft affured, that fo far from Mr. D. having 
ever had 4ématuria, or being occafionally afflicted with grave/, 
that he never had to the beft of his recolle¢tion, previous to 
this attack, experienced any fymptoms indicative of either : 
And further, that fice it, he has enjoyed an uninterrupted 
health ; unattended by any affections, naturally confequent on 
either hematuria or gravel. 














aye 


or 
pe, 


KS 
ts 
ve 
. 


we “= = 


tae 


Z. 

x 
” 
‘ 











204 Little,on Arfenic ; and Mercury in a State of Gas. 


That your various efforts to enhance American Medical 
Literature, may meet their juft rewards, not only in the /Abe- 
rality of criticifm, but alfo in the more evincive /berality of /ub- 
fcription, is the fincere with of 

Your humble fervant, 


MATTHEW WENDELL. 
J. R. Coxe, m. p. 








Succe/sful Exhibition of Arfenic in a Cancerous Affection of the 
Tongue ; with Remarks on the Superiority of Mercury, exhibited 
in the State of Gas. By Dr. P. W. LITTLE. 


Mercerfburg, Fune 12th, 1807. 


OU requefted, my dear fir, I would fend fome commui- 
y nications for your valuable publication, the Medical 
Mufeum. With that view, I fend the following cafe of cancer 
cured by Fowler’s arfenical folution, after two unfuccefsful at- 
tempts to extirpate it with the fcalpel; and, if my feeble 
efforts can, in any manner, advance our extenfive and complex 
fcience, they will be exerted with that view ; fubmitting with all 
deference to your better judgment, fuch cafes as may appear 
interefling either in their nature or cure 


CoLtoneL A——, near this place, had unfortunately, a can- 
cerous excrefcence fituated on the under part of his tongue, 
which was diflected away, by my friend Dr. M. C 


at two 





different times ; and ftill having a bad appearance, took by the 
Doétor’s advice the faturated folution of arfenic. After con- 
tinuing the ufe of it for fome time, the ulcer on his tongue 
became quite well, and what was fingular, feveral corns as they 
are ufually termed, which were on his feet for a number of 


\ 


years, intirely difappeared. 
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The above cafe appears prégnant with ufeful inftructions, and 
it is confoling to reflect, that we are poflefled of a medicine 
which promifes to be ufeful not only in removing thofe trou- 
blefome and painful excrefcences ; but of fach general utility, 
when judicioufly adminiftered, as your valuable eflay, read 
before the Medical Lyceum, upon the ufe of arfenic, evinces. 
Phyficians ought ever to bear in mind the invaluable maxim 
of our late illuitrious Lenvier.*  Poifonsin {mall dofes are our 
beft medicines, and our beft medicines in large dofes are poi- 
fons.” 


I have lately derived the moft happy and falutary effects 
from the ufe of mercurial water in affections of the throat 
when inhaled. It acts as a difcutient and expectorant. 


I have at prefent, a patient with phthifis pulmonalis, brought 
on by a protracted pneumonia, in a convalefcent ftate by the 
ufe of mercury. My mode of exhibiting mercury in thofe 
affections, is, in a ftate of volatilization or gas, and inhaled 
into the lungs, When exhibited in this way, it atts topi- 
cally upon the part moft materially difeafed, as well as gene- 
rally upon the fyftem. At fome future period, I fhall do 
myfelf the pleafure of prefenting to you, an efiay upon the above 
mode of exhibiting mercury. Iam well convinced many ad- 
vantages will attend the exhibiting of mercury in a ftate of 
gas. Ptyalifm may, I am convinced, be produced quicker, 
more certainly, and without that great tendency which mercu- 
ry has to run off by ftool. Inthe yellow fever, dyfenteries, 
&c. we are well affured, that mercury, when it excites a ptya- 
lifm, is attended with the moft fovereign and benign effects. 
I would therefore advife a mercurial atmofphere for fuch pati- 
ents. Weare told by Dr. Hill, of a ptyalifm being produced 
in three hours by inhaling the mercurial vapour, which arofe 
from fome mercurius vite, which was fuffered to ftand upon 


* Quere ? the name here meant. It is much to be regretted that proper names 
are often written fo unintelligibly, that it is impoflible to decypher them, by 
any connexion with the accompanying matter.—E. 
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a heated ftove, with a view of purifying it. We have alfo 
the authority of Chaptal, of a ptyalifm being excited, merely 
by inhaling oxygen gas, which was obtained from the red 
precip. (oxide of mercury.)—I hope my dear fir, you will excufe 
my lengthy and imperfect letter, and fhould be happy to hear 
your opinion upon this mode of exhibiting mercury. Since 
cuticular abforption is denied us, how fhall we explain the 
modus operandi of the mercuriai ointments? Is it not by the 
heat of the body volatalizing the mercury, thereby creating a 
mercurial atmoiphere, &c. Believe me to be 
Dear Sir, your’s refpectfully, 


Pp. W. LITTLE. 
Dr. J. R. Coxe. 
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Analyfis of an Iron Ore, containing Titanium; by James 
Woopnouse, M. D. Profeffor of Chemiftry in the Univerfity 
of Pennfylvania. 

Philadelphia, Auguft 27th, 1807. 


HE following experiments were performed upon an 
“ ® ore found in New Jerfey, which I received from Dr. 
Mitchell of New York, in the year 1805, which was then fup- 
pofed to be an oxide of zinc, and which Count Bournon, one 
of the firft mineralogifts in Europe, has declared to be com- 
pofed of iron and titanium. 


The fpecific gravity of this mineral is 5.28. When viewed, 
it has the appearance of black fpecks, the fize of duck fhot, 
furrounded by a red fubftance ; and ftreaks of a white powder 
are difperfed through it, which confift of lithomarge or argilla- 
ceous earth. Looking at a fpecimen of it through a microfcope, 
a {mall cry{tal of titanium, was feen adhering to it. 


One hundred grains of it, reduced to an impalpable powder, 
and expofed one hour to the intenfe heat of a powerful air fur- 
nace, loft fifteen grains in weight, and from a brown, was 








W oodhoufe’s Analyfis of an Iron Ore. 207 


turned of a black colour. Our hundred grains fubmitted to 
heat, in the fame manner, with charcoal, produced a great 
number of finall globules of pure iron. 


This metal can be feparated from the powder, by a magnet. 


One hundred grains, boiled in aqua regia, was totally foluble 
in this agent, which proves it contains no filecious earth. 


The pruffiate of potafh, added to this folution, yielded a blue 
precipitate of prufliate of iron, which, when dried, weighed 
three hundred grains. Now, if we divide this fum by fix, it 
will give the quantity of metallic iron, contained in one hun- 
dred grains of the ore, which is fifty. A portion of lime was 
thrown down, from a folution of the mineral in aqua regia, 
by the oxalate of potafh. The carbonates of ammonia and 
potafh, produced a copious, white and gelatinous precipitate. 


One hundred grains, mixed with fix hundred of potafh, were 
{ ubmitted to intenfe heat, in a black lead crucible, one hour. 
The part remaining in the crucible was powdered, boiled in 
water and filtered. Upon adding a fmall portion of muriatic 
acid to the water, a white precipitate was thrown down, which 
was {uppofed to be the titanium. 


Upon collecting it, and mixing it with charcoal and fperma- 
eeti oil, it was expofed to the heat of a blackfmith’s forge, when 
nothing was obtained, but a portion of a fhining, black heavy 
fubftance, of the appearance of glafs) When the muriatic 
acid was added in excefs, to the filtered water, obtained by 
boiling the refiduum which remained in the crucible, in water, 
no precipitate was produced, until a folution of potafh was 
added, to neutralize the acid. 


The folution of the mineral in nitric acid, is very aftringent 
to the tafte. 


The ore appears to confift of iron, titanium, alumine, lime, 
and no filex. 
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Extrad of a Letter from Profefor Surtiman of Yale College, 
ConneEticut, to Mr. Ropert Hare jun. of Philadelphia, on 
the Nitrous Oxide, Communicated to the Editor by Profeffor. 
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W ooDHOUsE. 
HE following letter on this fubje&t, from Profeflor 
a Silliman, of Yale College, Conneéticut, has been put 
into my hands, by Mr. Robert Hare jun. of this city. 
«Since my return from Europe, I have given the nitrous 
oxide a full and fair trial, and the refult has been fuch, as to 
confirm in the moft fatisfa€tory. manner, Mr. Davy’s account 
of the effets of this wonderful agent. In my own cafe, after 
: only two infpirations, I felt a momentary lofs of diftinc 
om thought, ; then fenfations of pure and vehement delight, ting- 
bi ling through every fibre of my frame, to the extremities of 
a my toes and fingers, then, after failing in an attempt to exprefs 
fe | to my friends by articulate words, the pleafure I felt, I de- 
" monittrated it by leaping up and down, {tam ping on the floor, 
“| and loud convulfive laughter. 
a7 One of, our graveft citizens, a man of thirty-eight or forty 
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years of age, was made to caper about like a monkey, with all 
the extravagant. geftures of a tragedian, and the grimaces of a 
harlequin. Some effect was produced upon all that breathed 
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the gas, and the full effect was manifefted in fix inftances out 
of eight. One of thefe took place before many fpectators, and 
was fo marked as to banifh every doubt. ‘The reafon that 
thefe experiments have not generally fucceeded is, that the 
gas has not been employed in fufficient quantities. Six or 
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f+) eight quarts breathed into, and out of a filk bag, will always 
3 : produce the effect.” 
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Page 136, in we Rush’s communication, last line, for ‘‘and medicines’? read ** and 
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tonic medicines,’ 
Page 179. in Dr. Woodhouse’s communication, line 2, “for “ dephlogisticated air,’ 
read “ dephlogisticated nitrous air.’’ 
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